
Letter from the Director

The co-winning papers of this year’s Hardie Award (see ac-
companying article) go a long way toward exemplifying the 
directions and strengths of the Environmental Studies Pro-
gram.  The seven submissions as a whole showed that our stu-
dents are engaged in a wide range of creative and scholarly en-
deavors across the disciplines at the College.  But in the end, 
the committee selected two -- Kate Majzoub’s paper on tour-
ism in Northern India, and Rachel Winch’s on community sup-
ported agriculture, with a focus on Berkshire County -- because 
of the breadth of scope, the quality of research, and the live-
liness of the writing in each paper.  Because the papers were on such different topics, they’ve giv-
en me the chance to reflect on where the curricular side of things stands with the Program today.

The difference in geographical focus, of course, sets these very excel-
lent papers apart from each other.  We all probably know the slogan 
“Think Globally, Act Locally,” but these papers, much like the broad-
er landscape of our curriculum, eschew that simplistic formulation.  
While Rachel’s paper shows the value of thinking about and analyz-
ing local issues, Kate’s work came directly out of the semester she 
spent on an Emory University study-abroad program, during which 
she experienced living at a crossroads of cultures at the base of the 
Indian Himalayas.  Both papers were emblems, I think, of the com-
plexity and engagement that all our students bring to their academic 
work and to their sense of themselves as global and local citizens.

As our alumni know well, the Environmental Studies Program has had a long history of engagement 
with the local environment, and CES’s many events have provided an avenue for the college to inter-
act with the larger community in and around Williamstown.  By its very nature, the program will al-
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ways have a strong grounding in the immediate world around us.  But this emphasis on the “here” of 
students’ experience at Williams is just one part of the curriculum.  Indeed, as many of our students 
choose to act globally – largely through spending all or part of their junior year abroad, many of them 
in developing countries – so too have our program’s offerings widened considerably.  Courses on in-
ternational topics, especially having to do with developing countries, have not only proved popular but 
are also clearly helping to lay down a path that many of our students will pursue following college.

Among other things, turning our attention to the developing world involves highlighting the significance of 
cities in environmental studies – again, a topic in which many of our students have a great interest and that 
has begun to emerge in our curriculum.  In autumn 2007, for instance, visiting sociology professor Kai Er-
ikson will join with Kai Lee to teach a new 300-level course on urbanization and environment.  They note 
that in 2007 the world’s urban population will exceed the rural population for the first time, a point which the 
United States reached around 1920 under very different socioeconomic and environmental circumstances.  
One measure of the tremendous demographic change underway is that the population in the cities of the de-
veloping world is projected to double by 2050.  In the face of such an enormous environmental challenge, how 
will we as a species move onto a path of sustainable development?  Kai and Kai (surely an unusual coinci-
dence of names!) will explore this question by looking at three cities:  New Orleans, Accra, and Singapore. 

Such breadth and richness in the curriculum is clearly a boon to our students, but it also presents cer-
tain challenges that are certainly shared by other environmental studies programs in the country.  As 
an interdisciplinary field, environmental studies is rooted in the belief that to know the physical world 
around us means immersing ourselves in particular places and bringing as many ways of knowing to 
that task as we can.  We know we can do this well when it comes to the natural and built environment 
around Williamstown, but what does this mean when we turn our gaze outward?  Certainly, our students 
are eager to bring back into the classroom their winter study, internship, and study-abroad experiences 
in which they have immersed themselves in new and often far-flung places.  Our job, then, as a program 
will be to work creatively to help connect those experiences to wider and deeper forms of inquiry in 
the classroom and to help students feel that they are participating in a collective academic endeavor.

by Karen Merrill

Class of 2006 Environmental Studies Awards

 Kate Majzoub

There were two win-
ners of the Tom Hardie 
’78 Memorial Prize in
Environmental Studies this 
year.  Katherine Majzoub ’06 
for her paper, “Possibilities 
for Sustainable Tourism in the 
Indian Himalaya.”  The other 
winner was Rachel Winch ’06, 
for her paper on “Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture: A 

Model for Combating Distancing.” The Hardie Prize is awarded to the student who has produced the best 
work in Environmental Studies.   

The Scheffey Award, in the name of Andrew J.W. Scheffey (the first director of the Cen-
ter for Environmental Studies), was awarded to Emily Russell Roy ’06, for her outstanding 

Alexis Saba, Emily Russel-Roy, 
and Erin Blanchard
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environmental leadership.  Alexis Saba ‘06 was awarded the Robert F. Rosenburg Prize.  The 
Rosenburg Prize is awarded to a member of the graduating class in recognition of outstanding schol-
arship, potential for solving local, national, or international environmental problems, and strong 
prospects for leadership in the environmental community. The Environmental Studies Commit-
tee Award went to Erin Blanchard ’06, for her environmental citizenship and leadership on campus.

The fabulous Log Lunch managers and head chefs 
this year were seniors Emily Russell Roy and Elana 
Boehm.  They 
treated us to a 
lunch en plein 
air at the last 
gathering of 
the semes-
ter and have 
posted many 
of their best 
recipes on the 
CES homep-
age so you can achieve that Log Lunch taste in your 
very own kitchen! 

January 6, 2006
“Careers in Environmental Education”
Susan Gentile Ward, Williams Class of ’80, joined 

us from An-
tioch New Eng-
land Graduate 
School to dis-
cuss “Careers 
in Environmen-
tal Education.”  
Susan worked 
for 22 years 
as an environ-
mental educa-
tion teacher 
at Northfield 

Mount Hermon School before beginning her 
work at Antioch, during which time she took stu-
dents to Greece and Costa Rica to learn about the 
relationship between people and their environ-
ment.  She emphasized that there are opportuni-
ties available at independent schools even without 

Log Lunch Environmental Speaker Series 
by Rachel Winch ’06 and Carolyn Reuman ‘06

certification.  She suggested that students may 
enter the field of environmental education by 
working at summer camps and charter schools.
 

January 13, 2006
“Turtles of the Marsh:  My Summer with 
Diamondback Terrapins” and “Healing the In-
visible Landscape: Industry and the Pastoral 
Ideal in a Canadian Mining Town”
Melissa Bota ‘07 and Rebecca Nourse ‘08 spoke 
on their summer experi-
ences, funded by grants 
from CES.  Rebecca 
Nourse gave a presenta-
tion entitled, “Turtles of 
the Marsh: My Summer 
with Diamondback Ter-
rapins,” and treated Log 
Lunchers to a number of 
short videos that showed 
the process of catching 
turtles to catalog them 
and tracking their nests 
to protect eggs from predators.  The terrapins are a 
threatened species that are a good indicator of eco-
system health, and she assisted with work by Mass 
Audubon to survey the population.  The terrapins 
face many dangers, such a crab traps, motorboats, 
diseases such as shell rot, and roads and cars, which 
stand in the way of their nesting routes.  But it is 
hoped that with the extensive data compiled by 
Mass Audubon, the species can be better protected.

Melissa Bota returned home to Sudbury, Ontario, 
for the summer, and spoke at her log lunch pre-
sentation about “Healing the Invisible Landscape: 
Industry and the Pastoral Ideal in a Canadian Min-
ing Town.”  Sudbury was an area that was hugely 

Elana Boehm and Emily Russell 

Susan Ward ‘80
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affected by the mining of 
nickel ore.  At one point, 
170 square kilometers 
of land were completely 
barren due to mining ex-
ploitation, and thousands 
more were adversely af-
fected.  The city’s sulfur 
emissions caused enor-
mous acid rain problems 
and the air was thick with 
smog.  With the dawn 

of the environmental movement, millions of trees 
were planted in an effort to restore the city, and in 
many senses, the effort was an environmental suc-
cess and a rallying point for civic pride.  But today, 
there is little widespread interest in the environ-
mental health of the community, and Melissa con-
cluded that there is a lack of understanding of the 
real environmental landscape and its promises and 
challenges that does not coincide with the ideal of 
nature that has always predominated in Sudbury, as 
evidenced by her studies of local art and literature.  

January 20, 2006
“Going Corporate to Save the Environment:  
Smart Strategy or Sell-out?” 
There were many hands raised when the CES Alums 

presenting at 
this Log Lunch 
asked, “how 
many of you 
have sworn to 
yourself that you 
will never, ever 
go into corporate 
America?”  Yet 
the talk, entitled 
“Going Corpo-
rate to Save the 

Environment: Smart Strategy or Sell-out?” provided 
some provocative and interesting food for thought 
for those who might otherwise shun the corporate 
world.  They talked about the skills gained in busi-
ness school that can be applied to environmental ca-
reers, such as knowledge of finance, leadership and 

management, accounting, and strategy.  A corporate 
career also provides much more access to capital 
than anything in the public sector, and in that posi-
tion, a person is able to control the flow of money to 
environmentally sound practices and encourage in-
vestment in a clean and healthy environment.  They 
stressed that by learning to speak the language of 
business and understanding how it operates, real 
progress can be made on environmental issues.   

February 3, 2006
 “Management of the Appalachian Trail”
Cosmo Catalano, Chair of the Massachusetts 
Appalachian Trail Management Committee and 

P r o d u c t i o n 
Manager and 
Lecturer in the 
Theatre De-
partment, dis-
cussed the his-
tory of the AT 
and traced its 
development 
to the current 
route, which 
stretches over 

2000 miles from Springer Mountain in Georgia to 
Mount Katahdin in Maine.  The idea for the Appa-
lachian National Scenic Trail was first proposed by 
forester, planner, and occasional federal employee 
Benton MacKaye in 1921, who envisioned a way 
for people to go outside and “slough off the grime 
of the city.”  In 1929, hiker and lawyer Myron Avery 
figured out how the goal could actually be accom-
plished, and in 1937, protection of the footpath was 
achieved through public acquisition.  The first man 
to hike the entire trail was Earl Schaeffer, a veteran 
of World War II.  Throughout the history of the trail, 
its maintenance has relied on the vigilance of vol-
unteers, and today the Appalachian Mountain Club, 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Re-
sources, Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and the Na-
tional Park Service all work together as management 
partners to oversee the trail.  Recent efforts by the 
AT managers have included environmental monitor-
ing, tracking of endangered and threatened species, 

Bailey  McCallum ‘01,                    
Allison Robbins ‘01, and 

Josh Solomon ‘97

Cosmo Catalano
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and protection for historic and cultural sites, all of 
which will add to the future enjoyment of AT hikers.     

February 10, 2006
“Sustainable Investing: How You Can Improve 
Corporate Environmental Policies”  

CES alum Mark Orlowski ’04, now the Executive 
Director of the Sustainable Endowments Institute, 
gave a talk entitled “Sustainable Investing: How 
You Can Improve Corporate Environmental Poli-
cies.”  He began by asking the audience to estimate 
how many of the world’s largest economies are 
countries, and interestingly, only 49 of the world’s 
100 biggest economies are.  This means that they 
have a large amount of power and control over the 
actions of governments, and it is important to rec-
ognize the potential influence of shareholders over 
the direction of their company.  Orlowski described 
the successes achieved by shareholder resolu-
tions in the effort to get GE to reveal its spending 
on public relations to downplay its responsibility 
for PCB contamination of waterways, as well as 
the resolutions that encouraged Simon Malls and 
the Whole Foods grocery chain to become more 
energy efficient.  He also discussed the Williams 
College endowment and its Advisory Committee 
on Shareholder Responsibility (ASCR.williams.
edu), as well as the Social Choice Fund within the 
endowment, which invests in local community de-
velopment and in other socially responsible areas.  
In the end, the power of shareholders which Or-
lowski strives to harness is vital to making a dif-
ference in the investment practices of corporations.  

February 24, 2006
“Mediating Marine Sustainability: Challenges 
of Private Resources and Public Governance”
Jacob Park, Assistant Professor of Business and 

Public Policy at Green Mountain College spoke 
about “Mediating Marine Sustainability: Challenges 
of Private Resources and Public Governance.”  He 
discussed the conclusions reached by the Millenni-
um Ecosystem Assessment, which draws attention 
to the many ecosystem services that are provided by 
the oceans yet are neglected and damaged by indus-
trial practices.  The response to this assessment was 
to link and integrate marine ecosystem management 
with the broader development planning of the Unit-
ed Nations Millennium goals.  Park discussed efforts 
to change social behaviors—for example, seafood 
watch cards—and their actual impacts, as well as 
economic instruments that seek to improve sustain-
able management capacity but can fail to address all 
of the relevant angles.  He concluded that new busi-
ness models, which take into account the high risks 
and high rewards of innovating for sustainability, 
will be crucial to the future health of our oceans. 
 

March 3, 2006 
“Maple Sugaring in Hopkins Forest”
 

Log Lunchers 
enjoyed maple-
themed food, 
including ma-
ple-pecan salad, 
maple walnut 
bars, and maple 
butternut squash 
soup, for “How 
Sweet It Is! 
Maple Sugar-
ing in Hopkins 
Forest,” ----- a  

 presentation by 
HMF manager Drew Jones.  Unique to this con-
tinent and learned from Native Americans (who 
probably learned it from the squirrels and birds 
who enjoy the sweet maple sap), maple sugaring 
is the quintessential New England activity.  Drew 
explained how to distinguish the sugar maple 
by its bark and buds and the biological processes 
that create sap for sugaring, and got everyone 
looking forward to a new batch of syrup from the 
Forest.

Mark Orlowski and Professor Darel Paul

Drew Jones, HMF Manager
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little testing, and the risks for asthma, cancers, neuro-
developmental disorders, and obesity that environ-
mental factors can create.  Her work for children’s 
environmental health in the Berkshires involves the 
education of new families to start the conversation 
about environmental health.  She also discussed her 
research on PCB contamination in Pittsfield and her 
organization’s efforts to conduct epidemiological 
studies and blood tests on the children who live near 
PCB-laden sites in Pittsfield, such as the notorious 
site near an elementary school known as Hill 78. 

April 14, 2006
“Silicon Valley’s Toxic Legacy: Superfund 
Clean-ups in the Birthplace of the 
Semiconductor”
Jon Wiener ‘02 discussed his work as an environ-
mental and political reporter at a weekly local paper 
in Silicon Valley, the Mountain View Voice.  His talk, 
“Silicon Valley’s Toxic Legacy: Superfund Clean-
ups in the Birthplace of the Semiconductor,” high-
lighted the breadth of toxic contamination in Super-
fund communities of the San Francisco Bay Area.   
These communities were polluted by the semicon-
ductor industry and now face serious health risks, 
but successes have been achieved through neighbor-
hood involvement, the enlistment of technical ex-
pertise, and the resources of the wealthy citizens of 
the area.  As a reporter, he has written several stories 
about industrial contamination and he conveyed the 
struggles of investigative environmental journalism. 

April 21, 2006
“Political and Environmental Causes of the
Darfur Genocide”
Darius Jonathan, a Sudanese native and former ad-
visor to the Vice 
President of Su-
dan, spoke about 
the genocide that 
is occurring in 
the Darfur re-
gion, saying that 
people there are 
starving and dy-
ing, and the con-
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March 10, 2006
“Biosphere 2: Lessons from the HyperIsland”
Shawn Rosenheim, Williams College professor of 
English, introduced his documentary in-the-works, 
“Biosphere 2”, to the Log Lunch crowd and gave 
a preview of the feature-length film.  Rosenheim 
was inspired 
by the realiza-
tion that global 
warming, while 
possibly the big-
gest challenge 
that humans 
face today, has 
not been made 
— indeed, re-
sists being made 
— into a narrative that would help people to un-
derstand and relate to the situation.  The causal 
relationships of global warming have no personal 
relevance, and thus it is even harder to affect the 
large-scale changes that will be necessary to com-
bat the problem.  His documentary tells the story of 
the crew which attempted, in the 1970s, to create 
a mini-biosphere and live in and control its envi-
ronment.  Their experience revealed the tremen-
dous difficulty of controlling complex systems 
and, in Rosenheim’s view, provides a fascinating 
way of looking at the problems we all face today. 

April 7, 2006
“Children’s Environmental Health: the Good, 
the Bad and the Ugly”
Dr. Siobhan McNally of SPROUT and the Berk-

shire Initiative 
for Children’s 
Env i ronmenta l 
Health gave a Log 
Lunch entitled 
“Children’s Envi-
ronmental Health: 
the Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly.”  
She discussed the 

potentially negative effects of the huge number of 
chemicals that are put into the environment with very 

Shawn Rosenheim

Dr. Siobhan McNally

Darius Jonathan



flict has escalated due to actions by the govern-
ment and environmental factors that have forced 
the migration of tribal groups.  He stressed that 
the Sudanese government could have fixed the 
problem by asking the Fur, traditional inhabitants 
of Darfur, to harbor the northerners, but instead 
it incited violence between the factions.  “If you 
have any humanity in you,” he said, “you cannot 
imagine how one human being could do this to an-
other,” driving home the seriousness of the situa-
tion to the audience.  The proceeds from the lunch 
were donated to the Sudan Relief Task Force of 
the First Congregational Church in Willamstown. 

April 28, 2006 
“The Science and Politics of Regulating Human 
Exposure to Mercury”

Katie Mygatt ’06 presented her independent re-
search on “The Science and Politics of Regulating 
Human Exposure to Mercury.”  After explaining 
the anthropogenic sources of environmental mer-
cury—most importantly, coal-fired power plants 
and incinerators—she discussed different findings 
concerning the level at which mercury is toxic to 
humans.  There are many factors that contribute to 
uncertainty, which help to explain discrepancies in 
the protectiveness of EPA and FDA exposure lim-
its.  The FDA is also less protective because their 
standards are based on a study of adults from the 
1970s, and it is also closer to the industries it is sup-
posed to regulate.  Getting agency officials to dis-
cuss mercury standards proved very difficult, and 
Katie emphasized the importance of better com-
munication between the agencies and the public, as 
well as the importance of requiring industries to test 

Amelia Bishop ‘06, Sarah Gardner, Katie Mygatt ‘06

and report mercury levels so that more accurate 
data can be used for policy decisions.  After hear-
ing Katie’s talk, it’s unlikely any Log Lunchers 
will be able to blithely eat a tuna sandwich again!   

May 5
Senior Log Lunch
At  the final Log Lunch of the year,  senior  En-
vironmental Studies concentrators were honored 
with awards -- Elizabeth Kolbert’s Field Notes 
from a Catastrophe--at an outdoor lunch on the 
lawn across from The Log.  

Other Speakers of Spring 2006

Spring was chock full of guest speakers.  On Feb-
ruary 8 Edward O. Wilson, Professor Emeritus 
of Biology at Harvard University and two-time 
Pulitzer Prize Winner gave a talk to a crowded au-
ditorium on “The Future of Life.”  

On February 21, Mark Sagoff, Pew Scholar in 
Conservation and the Environment and President 
of the International Society of Environmental Eth-
ics, and Research Scholar in the School of Pub-
lic Policy at the University of Maryland, gave an 
Environmental Studies guest lecture entitled “The 
Artist and the Clockmaker: Two Concepts of Na-
ture and the Death of Environmentalism.” 

Reporter Elizabeth Kolbert of The New Yorker 
gave a Class of 1960 Program in Environmental 

Studies lecture 
entitled, “Field 
Notes From a 
Catastrophe: The 
Future of Cli-
mate Change,” 
to a packed 
house on Febru-
ary 28.   Kolbert 
is the   author of 
a widely read se-
ries of articles on 
global warming 
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satisfy only a third of our energy needs at current 
levels of consumption, and renewables such as 

solar and wind will never allow us to waste energy 
the way we do now.  Global warming is a challenge 
to civilization as we know it on an unprecedented 
scale, and it is time to stop arguing over its scien-
tific validity and work to find solutions to alleviate 
its effects.  Technological fixes will help us in some 
ways, but in McKibben’s view, we are also due 
for a backlash against the hyper-individualism of 
modern society and its fixation on growth: studies 
have shown that all of our prosperity has not made 
us happier.  He concluded by saying that we can 
start small, but the urgency of the problem demands 
large action, and we should warm up for a profound 
change in our attitudes, desires, and expectations.  

Also as part of Earth Week, Lois Gibbs of the  
Center for Health and Environmental Justice led an 

and a new book, Field Notes from a Catastophe, 
and some have compared her work to that of Rachel 
Carson’s Silent Spring.  She stressed that “much of 
the science now is just refining Doomsday scenari-
os”, and emphasized that we must work hard to get 
our government to seriously address this threat.  

On April 4th, Hal Sprague ’79, Environmental 
Attorney for Abbot Laboratories, gave a Class of 
1960 Program in Environmental Studies lecture 
on “Environmental Management Systems in the 
Business Sector: What Some Large Companies 

are Doing to Protect the Environment and Why.”  
After a seminar with students that focused on the 
“nature deficit disorder” faced by modern chil-
dren, Sprague shifted gears to discuss corporate 
environmental compliance and the efforts of Ab-
bott Laboratories to achieve sustainable practices.  

The Earth Week keynote address,  “How Big Should 
We Be – Global Warming as a Moral Question” 
was given by Bill McKibben, author of The End 
of Nature and most recently, Wandering Home: A 
Long Walk Across America’s Most Hopeful Land-
scape: Vermont’s Champlain Valley and New York’s 
Adirondacks.  He began by saying that a vacuum 
of federal leadership has forced us to take matters 
into our own hands, emphasizing the potential lead-
ership role that Williams College can play.  The 
fossil fuel revolution changed everything, he said, 
and we must recognize its enormous impact on our 
lives.  The chances that we will be able to figure 
out a substitute source of energy that can sustain 
our levels of consumption are very slim; even a 
ten-fold increase in nuclear power generation will 
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activist workshop and gave a lecture on the lessons she has learned as the principal activist in the fight to 
clean up Love Canal and enact Superfund. The question of her career has been how to create a just, safe, and 
clean world for children, and she went through her own metamorphosis from a housewife living the Ameri-
can dream to a leading proponent of corporate and governmental environmental responsibility.  Twenty-five 
years ago at Love Canal, she said, the government knew children were being poisoned by industrial chemi-
cals and waste, and the same thing happens today in low-income communities and communities of color.  
Even backed by scientific data, the citizens of Love Canal were unable to get the government to listen; it 
took political organization and the creation of a feeling of crisis for action to be taken.

On May 2nd, Dr. Helen Caldicott gave the final Environmental Studies lecture of the semester on “Nuclear 
Power and Global Warming.” Caldicott is a physician, author, humanist, Nobel Peace prize nominee, and 
an impassioned advocate for nuclear disarmament, and she gave a rousing lecture on the dangers posed by 
nuclear power and the foolishness of staking our energy future on nuclear power generation.

Greensense was busy this spring planning a sec-
ond “Do it in the Dark” energy competition, or-
ganizing Earth Week, and continuing activism with 
the Climate Initiative.  Our efforts have paid off, 
not only in reduced emissions and costs but also 
in expanded awareness about energy conservation 
and sustainability.  After visiting Williams in April, 
Thomas Friedman published an editorial about our 
energy competition.  This sparked further articles 
in the national and local press that highlighted 
Williams’ achievements and urged other institu-
tions and individuals to do the same (see below).  
While Greensense continues to push the College 
to go further in its efforts to be energy efficient, 
we were pleased with the energy competition re-
sults.  There was a 13% total reduction in carbon 
dioxide emissions with three houses reaching a 

Greensense 
by Alexis Saba ’06 and Elise Leduc ‘06

25% reduction.  The Morley Science Center, one 
of Williams’ largest consumers, decreased use by 
16.7% from last April.  The numbers only tell half 
the story.  The biggest success was changing per-
sonal behavior; there are many accounts of stu-
dents with no previous interest in energy conser-
vation becoming dedicated “Do it in the Darkers.”  

Earth Week only helped to fuel the excitement 
and activism surrounding the energy competition.  
Greensense brought a 10-person jam band called 
Aphrodesia to kick off the week, and despite the 
torrential rain, concert-goers had a great time.  The 
next morning students led a multi-faith service 
with the theme of “Energies.”  In order to discuss 
the past and current trends in campus sustainabil-
ity, Greensense worked with other departments to 
sponsor a panel composed of speakers from Wil-
liams, Tufts, the Energy Services Company, and 
Energy Action.  This event gave Greensense, Fa-
cilities, CEAC, and the Administration a lot to think 
about for the future.  We were also proud to see 
students from surrounding colleges in attendance.  

In addition we were fortunate to be able to sched-
ule two excellent and inspirational speakers.  Lois 
Gibbs, founder of the Center for Health, Environ-
ment and Justice, held a workshop for students in-
terested in community organizing and advocacy.  
She also gave an enlightening talk in the evening Greensense Students
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open to the public.  Bill McKibben, renowned author and activist, closed the week with a rousing lecture 
about his life-long experiences studying climate change.  

With the completion of April’s “Do it in the Dark!” energy competition and Earth Week, Greensense had 
a moment to think about future plans.  We want to ensure that the momentum surrounding sustainable 
building design and energy efficiency does not subside.  President Schapiro took a positive step forward 
by establishing a task force to develop a Climate Action Plan in response to the Climate Initiative started 
in the fall.  Some Greensense members are staying on campus for the summer to ease the transition into 
next year and conduct further research on sustainability.  Others will be working from a distance to plan 
for an energy competition in September and to develop campaigns for computer and refrigerator energy 
efficiency.  In addition, one of Greensense’s major goals is to show first year students that Williams values 
sustainability as much as academic and athletic achievement.  To this end, we plan to provide freshmen 
with recycled paper pads along with their CUPPS cups.  Greensense is also sending information about 
energy efficiency at Williams to pre-frosh with the usual introductory material they receive over the sum-
mer.  With such an active 2005-2006 school year, Greensense is certainly prepared to lead Williams into a 
progressive and sustainable future.

New York Times writer Thomas L. Friedman pub-
licized our “Do It In the Dark!” energy- saving 
contest in his column, “The Greenest Generation” 
(April 21, 2006).   After visiting Williams and 
learning about the competition among dorms, he 
wrote, “The Williams competition got me think-
ing. Why doesn’t every college make it a goal to 
become carbon-neutral -- that is, reduce its net 
CO2 emissions to zero? This should be a nation-
al movement. After all, today’s students will be 
profoundly affected by climate change, the com-
ing energy wars and the rising danger of petro-

Williams Climate Initiative Received National Attention
authoritarian states, such as Iran. Yet on most 
campuses, the whole energy-climate question still 
seems to be a student hobby, not a crusade. C’mon 
kids, wake up and smell the CO2! Everybody -- 
make your school do it in the dark! Take over your 
administration building, occupy your university 
president’s office or storm in on the next meet-
ing of your college’s board of trustees until 
they agree to make your school carbon-neu-
tral. (And while you’re at it, ban gas-guzzling 
G.M. Hummers from your campus as well!).”
Williams has received plenty of local publicity as 
well, especially for collaborating with the town in 
a joint effort to reduce carbon emissions.  See the 
local newspaper article about this partnership, re-
printed below. 

How to be cool 
Karen Gardner, North Adams Transcript, April 21, 2006 

Reprinted with permission.  
WILLIAMSTOWN -- Trees aren’t the only things 
turning green this month as the town’s COOL 
(CO2 Lowering) Committee and Williams College 
on Thursday launched a carbon-dioxode lowering 
campaign to encourage the community to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. And, in observation of 
Earth Week next week, the committee and the Col-
lege will host a series of events to promote energy Carolyn Reuman, Alexis Saba, and Elise 

Leduc planting an elm for Earthweek
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awareness and conservation. “It’s a very exciting time,” said Irene K. Addison, associate vice president 
for facilities and auxiliary services at Williams. “We’re very committed to controlling our carbon-dioxide 
emissions, but it’s also because of the high utility costs — it’s doubly important to control our energy costs 
as well.” 

Students are participating in a “Do It in the Dark Energy Saving Competition” to reduce energy usage in 
the residence halls, she said. “Over the past two weeks, we’ve seen a 12 percent decrease in the power con-
sumption of the residence halls,” Addison said. “They’re winning prizes on a weekly basis, either pizza or 
sundaes.” About 700 incandescent light bulbs were replaced with compact fluorescent lights around cam-
pus. A light bulb exchange will be part of an energy fair planned for next week, when 100 of the energy-
saving bulbs will be distributed for free. “We’ve got our maintenance staff in four electric vehicles and our 
dining services catering has an electric vehicle,” Addison said. “That reduces the number of gas-powered 
vehicles on campus.” Three hybrid vehicles, too, are included in the College’s rental fleet. 

This month, 48 Valley Forge elm trees are being planted around the campus, and up at Mount Hope. Two 
were donated to Williamstown Elementary School.  In addition to improving the campus’s energy sources 
and reducing the college’s energy consumption by improving its building systems, Williams is designing 
its new buildings with energy conservation in mind. 

More than two years ago, the College installed a 7.2 kilowatt photovoltaic system on the roof of its science 
center. The new Paresky Center, too, includes some green features, such as an air floor to help control heat 
loss and building controls to help shut down systems when rooms are unoccupied. In addition, a Climate 
Action Committee is working to establish a target for emission reductions by the end of this year and is 
developing an action plan to meet that target, Addison said.  

In 2001, the Board of Selectmen signed a resolution to join the Cities for Climate Protection, said COOL 
Committee member and Selectwoman Jane B. Allen. A couple of years ago, the board set a goal to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 10 percent by 2010. A climate action plan, too, was written a few years ago.

The Campus Environmental Committee initiated 
a number of new and exciting projects in 2005-
2006.  In an attempt to encourage and inform the 
Williams community about living in a sustainable 
manner, we published a CEAC EnviTip of the 
Week in the Williams Record, Daily Messages, and 
the Daily Advisor, which covered topics from the 
benefits of eating less meat to doing laundry with 
cold water and drying racks.  While it is difficult 
to gauge the success of such a project, we did re-
ceive several thanks from community members for 
our efforts and suggestions for future EnviTips!  

To raise awareness about energy con-
sumption in particular, we organized (with
Greensense) the “Do It in the Dark! Energy Saving 

Campus Environmental Advocacy Committee
by Alison Davies ‘07
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Competition.”  One of the most exciting develop-
ments of the year was certainly the Climate Initiative, 
which a handful of CEAC members were particular-
ly involved in organizing.  After 1,100 faculty, staff, 

Alison Davies



and students signed the petition calling for reductions in the College’s carbon emissions, the administration 
signed on and formed the Climate Action Committee, of which a few CEAC members are a part.  The task 
of that committee now is to determine the level of reduction that Williams will aim to meet  and to investigate 
the most effective ways of reaching the goal we set.  CEAC is sure to be involved in the latter process, as well.

In addition, CEAC produced our second annual “State of the Campus Report,” which details the ini-
tiatives various departments at the College have  undertaken tomake its operations more sustainable.  
We also registered for recognition for the College’s efforts through the National Wildlife Federation’s 
Campus Ecology program.  Most recently, we proposed to the organizers of the new neighborhood
system on campus that each  neighbhood  have an  Eco-Rep-a student to promote environmental efforts and 
sustainable habits in his or her neighborhood.  Theidea was enthusiastically received and will be developed 
over the course of the summer. After a successful year, CEAC is looking forward to what we can do in
2006-2007!  

As part of the Henry Luce Foundation initiative 
for Renewable Energy and Resource Sustainabil-
ity, Amy Johns, the Luce Project Environmen-
tal Analyst, designed and produced a Sustainable 
Williams web site:  http://www.williams.edu/re-
sources/sustainability/index.php.  The site focuses 
on green energy and sustainable design on campus 
and nearby.  It provides both real-time and past data 
for campus electrical use, production by the Mor-
ley photovoltaic panels, and wind measured at the 
Taconic Crest.  In the near future, it will contain 
information about campus greenhouse gas emis-
sions, water use, building projects, and more. The 
web site is a response to the work of Justin Bates 
’07, one of last summer’s Luce interns.  He sug-
gested that the College should communicate more 
about initiatives related to energy use and sustain-
ability and should have a forum devoted to these 

Renewable Energy and Resource Sustainability Initiative 
by Amy Johns

issues. We are anxious for your comments and sug-
gestions for the web site, which is intended both as 
a campus resource and as a place to highlight some 
of the positive steps the College is taking to control 
energy use and the emission of greenhouse gases.
 
In a broader sense, the Luce initiative, which is 
managed by the CES, seeks to use the campus and 
nearby area as laboratories to explore the practi-
cal complexities of capturing renewable energy 
and the compromises involved in managing energy 
use, architecture, and sustainability. We encour-
age the development of topical areas for existing 
classes and help support student and faculty em-
pirical learning and critical thinking related to re-
newable energy and resource sustainability.  This 
summer four Luce summer interns are working on 
topics that range from helping formulate specific 
goals and timelines for the College’s Climate Ini-
tiative to studying how to minimize energy use by 
individual campus buildings, existing and planned.

David Dethier is responsible for overall coordina-
tion of curricular initiatives and project administra-
tion.  Henry Art, chair of the steering committee 
for the Luce initiative, helps to develop research 
seminars and lectures, and evaluates the initiative’s 
progress. Amy Johns provides technical support 
and analysis for the project.  Please contact any 
of us with your ideas, requests and enthusiasm.
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Professors David Dethier, Williams, William Moomaw, 
Tufts University at the Campus Sustainability Panel.



As we enter another summer, I’m once again en-
sconced in my post as HMF Manager after more 
than five months on professional leave.  This fact-
finding mission took me on a tour of biological field 
stations throughout the country and beyond in or-
der to meet with their managers and to learn what 
works and doesn’t work in facilitating field-based 
research and education elsewhere.  The experience 
was rich and diverse: from the heavy-hitting Jas-
per Ridge and Coweeta biological stations, to the 
less heralded facilities of Skidmore and Hiram Col-
leges. Each visit had much to impart and impress 
upon me.  I am now in the process of conveying my 
findings to the CES faculty.  Many thanks are due 
the CES staff (including Tom Merrill, who stepped 
in as interim manager) and the Hopkins Forest 
Users Committee for making this leave possible.

Back in the neighborhood, this spring saw the ini-
tiation of a study of the amphibians in two vernal 
pools on the periphery of Hopkins Forest.  The 
pools lie on private property, just outside of the 
Forest’s southern boundary.  This land faces an un-
certain future, which prompted faculty at Williams, 
Berkshire Community College and MCLA to de-
vise a study of the diversity of life in these pools in 
order to inform future land-use decisions.  Working 
day and night for two months from ‘ice-off’ in late 
March through Memorial Day (and continuing at 
a less rigorous pace into the summer) students and 
faculty from the three colleges, in addition to a cad-
re of enthusiastic volunteers from the community, 
monitored 30 pit-fall traps that encircled both ponds 
(they were connected by a ‘drift-fence’ assuring that 
wandering amphibians (and myriad other life forms) 
would eventually find their way into the buckets.)

Our efforts throughout the spring resulted in the 
capture of 11 species of amphibians, three reptiles 
and several other interesting critters including some 
aquatic invertebrate larvae and small mammals.  
Most exciting of them all were four Jefferson sala-
manders that appeared in the traps.  These large and 
very rare members of the Ambystoma family (mole 

From the Forest:  back from the brink and 
awash in amphibians and caterpillars 

by Drew Jones
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salamanders) migrate to the ponds each spring to 
lay their eggs; they subsequently return to upland 
forests to spend the rest of the year in obscurity.  Un-
like their yellow spotted cousins, our local Jefferson 
salamanders represent an intricate hybrid complex 
(owing to our location within a zone of Jefferson/
Blue-spotted salamander sympatry).  The result of 
this hybridization is a local population dominated 
by females that possess three sets of chromosomes 
and attempt to produce offspring without fertilized 
eggs—a very risky evolutionary strategy indeed.

While sights of Jefferson salamanders drew “oos” 
and “aahs” from the biologists, it was the spotted 
salamanders that had the largest impact on the ver-
nal pools and volunteers alike.  Over the two months 
we caught and photographed over 1700 individuals 
as they migrated to and from their breeding ponds.  
It will be the charge of an enterprising honors stu-
dent in computer 
science--working 
under the guid-
ance of Hank Art 
and Andrea Dany-
luk -- to develop 
software with the 
capacity to iden-
tify each individual 
salamander by its 
spot pattern, every 
one of which is 
unique.  Being able 
to recognize each 
individual by the 
spots on its back 
will allow for some interesting studies of move-
ments of these salamanders in future years (and 
may prove of interest to officials in Washington).

In addition to the mole salamanders, project par-
ticipants pulled myriad other herpetological spe-
cies from the buckets including: wood frogs (more 
than 10,000), green frogs, pickerel frogs, bullfrogs, 
American toads, spring peepers, dusky salamanders, 

Spotted Salamander



Eastern newts, red-backed salamanders, garter snakes, painted turtles and even two errant snapping turtles.  
We’ve even found aquatic insects--including hellgrammites, water tigers and crane-fly larvae—having 
traversed the ground to end up in the buckets. Yes, it’s been a remarkably wild spring at the vernal pools.  

I would be remiss to exclude our other eruptive spring visitors, the Forest Tent Caterpillars, which have 
invaded the Forest in their highest numbers in years.  This year mats of these one inch long, hairy cater-
pillars could be found on buildings, doors, sidewalks and car tires, as well as up and down the trees.  As 
of this writing, many trees of different species in the forest had been completely defoliated.  By the time 
of publication, our spring invaders will have entered pupation and be well on their way to adult moths, 
and the trees will have been left to flush out once again.  The duration of this outbreak in terms of years 
may determine how severely our trees will be affected in the long run.  Meanwhile, bird enthusiasts have 
been excitedly scurrying around to catch glimpses of normally elusive black-billed and yellow-billed 
cuckoos, which, through their dietary preferences, are benefiting royally from this lepidopteran onslaught.

The Environmental Planning Course is an expe-
riential class in which students work in teams to 
address planning problems for organizations in 
the community.  In the spring semester the groups 
worked on a management plan for Lake Onota 
in Pittsfield; a greenway study for Hoosick Falls, 
New York; and an outdoor skating rink plan for 
Williamstown.  All the studies are available on the 
CES website under Matt Cole Library/Resources.

Management Recommendations for Onota 
Lake, Pittfield, Massachusetts.  The student team, 
Haley Tone ’07, Joanna Westrich ’06, and Will 
Wetzel ’06 worked on this project under the direc-
tion of Jim McGrath, Director of Parks and Recre-

ation for the City of Pittsfield, and Dick Laureyns, 
President of Berkshire Rowing and Sculling Club, 
to develop a management plan for Onota Lake.  

Environmental Planning Class  
by Sarah Gardner

The lake is the largest body of water in the Upper 
Housatonic watershed and has a special signifi-
cance to Williams College because the crew teams 
practice there.  The lake, which is heavily used and 
infrequently policed,  is often referred to as the 
“wild west” by residents.   The students worked 
with the clients and the lake users to identify and 
address problems with lake management. They 
conducted an online survey, researched manage-
ment approaches to public lakes, and made several 
well-received recommendations for improvements.  

Hoosic Falls Greenway Feasibility Study, Hoo-
sick Falls, New York.  Seniors Alexis Saba, Erin 
Weekley, and Eliot Crafton worked with two mem-

bers of the Hoosick Falls River Access Group, Shelly 
Stiles and Michael Batcher, to conduct a feasibility 
study for a greenway along the Hoosic River in the 

Jim McGrath, Joanna Westrich, 
Will Wetzel, and Haley Tone
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Eliot Crafton, Stephanie Boyd, Margaret Casey, Shelly 
Stiles, Michael Bratcher, Erin Weekley, and Alexis Saba



Village of Hoosick Falls, a small former mill town 
half an hour north of Williamstown.  Although sur-
rounded by rural countryside, the village has few 
recreational or outdoor opportunities for residents.  
The students approached the project by familiariz-
ing themselves with the town and by interviewing 
members of the community to evaluate the desire 
for such a greenway.  They also walked the path 
several times and identified access points and sites 
of historical or ecological interest, and researched 
pathway design to recommend a trail and park 
that would best meet the needs of the residents. 

Moving Toward a Williamstown Winter Com-
mon: A Skating Rink Feasibility Study.  Wil-
liamstown’s Community Preservation Committee 
Chair, Janette Dudley, and the Director of the Wil-
liamstown Youth Center, David Rempell, coor-
dinated as clients for this feasibility study for an 
outdoor ice rink in Williamstown.   Juniors Justin 
Bates and Andrew Stevenson teamed up with Erin 
Blanchard ’06 to tackle the problem by conducting 
an extensive survey of possible sites, by surveying 

The Center for Environmental Studies sponsored 
two students, Brittany Post and Fathimath Must-
haq, to attend a national environmetal conference 
in Washington, DC.  The NCSE 2006 “Energy 
for a Secure and Sustainable Future” Conference 
impressively combined presentations on policy, 
science, private sector, and public perspectives. 
The National Conference for Science, Policy and 
the Environment conference as an informative 
and awakening session. The two main topics we 
focused on were renewable energy and climate 
change.  Ross Pillari, president of BP America, was 
the keynote speaker, and he touched upon BP’s in-
vestment in renewable fuels, especially solar en-
ergy. He mentioned that the global market for so-
lar energy was currently moving at 30%. ACORE 
(The American Council On Renewable Energy) 
led the breakout session on US and Global Per-
spectives on the Prospects for Renewable Energy. 
The two main energy sources discussed in this ses-

National Council for Science and the Environment Conference 
by Fathimath Musthaq ’09 and Brittany Post ‘06

sion were wind energy and biofuels such as ethanol. 
Europe is the leader in renewable energy especially 
with government regulations such as feed-in tariffs. 
According to 
ACORE, wind 
energy tech-
nology, which 
is already on 
the shelf, has 
the potential 
to produce 
25,000 mega 
watts a year. 
There is now 
a large and 
growing mar-
ket for wind energy, and the main challenge for 
wind energy seems to be the rising silicon prices. 

During the symposia session, “Decision Making in 
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 Janette Dudley, Rose Ellis, Erin Blanchard,
 Justin Bates, Andrew Stevenson, David Rempell

residents’ attitudes through a questionnaire, and by 
researching all aspects of rinks, including design, 
operations, maintenance, liability, and management 
strategies.   They discovered a hugely supportive 
public who expressed that Williamstown’s long win-
ters, limited recreation (especially as the snowfall 
dwindles), and short daylight hours lead people to 
desire more opportunities for community activities.  
There was much community interest in this project 
and hope that a rink might actually become a real-
ity. We await to see whether or not an organization 
will step forward to make this idea come to fruition. 

Fathimath Musthaq



the Real World,” Patrick Atkins, Director of Eniv-
ronmental Affairs at Alcoa, provided perspective 
on what efforts large businesses are doing to reduce 
their energy use and increase environmental respon-
sibility. The most impressive dialogues among the 
policy, business, and science perspectives took place 
during the breakout session on community planning 
and during the plenary roundtable “Integrating Cli-
mate Change into Energy Planning.” The communi-
ty planning discussion gave us a better idea of what 
local players are doing to reduce energy use through 
better planning. We learned about the renewed focus 
on transportation-centered planning and some of the 
burden sprawl puts on municipalities and families. 

Ethanol was a main focus of the conference and 
its benefits such as improving public health and 
decreasing pollution levels was stressed. The 
main challenge with biofuels is the conservation 
of water.  Other challenges include the dangers 
associated with monoculture. An important fact 
that the panel highlighted was that renewable en-
ergy would do well if government subsidies on 
oil and natural gas were removed.  From a global 
perspective, renewable energy has the potential 
to develop poverty stricken third world countries.

The most impressive lecture at the conference was 
by Ralph J. Cicerone, the president of the National 
Academy of Sciences: “Climate Change and Be-
ing Useful.”  Mr. Cicerone presented many graphs 
proving that the global temperature is rising and it 
is without doubt caused by humans. The slide on his 
presentation that attracted the most attention was 
one which showed greenhouse gas emission bars. 

The CFC bars were almost negligible compared to 
the carbon dioxide bars in the year 2005. Mr. Cice-
rone mentioned that if not for the Montreal Proto-
col, the CFC emissions would have far exceeded 
the carbon dioxide 
emissions by now. 
He then stressed 
how we are in 
fact able to create 
changes that will 
benefit the envi-
ronment. The final 
panel also focused 
on global climate 
change. They dis-
cussed how infor-
mation alone was 
not enough to cre-
ate a societal response and that the public needed to 
see and hear from people who are directly affected 
by climate change. They also touched upon how 
climate change should become not only a scientific 
issue but a moral issue as well.

We conclude with a remark made by Russell E. 
Train, the winner of the Lifetime Achievement 
Award, which was a major theme throughout the 
conference: “The biggest threat to the environment 
is short-term thinking.” Mr. Train called our atten-
tion to what he calls “Acute Environmental Atten-
tion Deficiency Disorder.”  We need to treat this dis-
order before we reach the tipping point.  Overall, the 
conference was engrossing and informative. Thanks 
to CES for providing us the opportunity to attend!

Alumni Notes
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Brittany Post

Harry Kangis ‘72
I acted as partial sponsor and facilitator for an 
April meeting of 25 scientists from The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) and World Wildlife Fund in 
Belgrade, where data was shared to assist in final-
izing goals for both organizations’ 2015 strategic 
plans. I also learned of plans by EU conservation 
organizations to formalize a greenbelt running from 
Finland to the Mediterranean, roughly corre-
sponding to the former Iron Curtain. Small world 

that it is, also attending the meeting was another 
sponsor, TNC Indiana trustee Dave Rodgers ‘60. I 
continue as Vice-Chair of the Ohio TNC Chapter.  

Mac Harman ’98
Stephanie (Min Harman ’98) and I live in Palo Alto, 
CA.  Steph is completing several additional years of 
medical training after her residency at Stanford.  I 
am currently working on an entrepreneurial venture, 



“Ideal Tree,” marketing high-end artificial Christ-
mas trees.  Many of these particular trees look stun-
ningly real, and I am working to be the first artifi-
cial Christmas tree company where a White Spruce 
really looks like a White Spruce (photos coming 
soon at www.idealtree.com).  I am also interested 
in investigating the life-cycle of artificial Christmas 
trees versus real ones as there may be a surprise as 
to which is more sustainable. (I am interested to 
hear any thoughts on this topic!)  In the meantime, 
I am hoping that these trees will help baby boom-
ers and others enjoy their holidays without the 
challenge of installing and caring for a real tree.

Katherine Birnie ‘00
It’s great to be back on the East Coast after 5 years 
in the San Francisco Bay Area.  There I did land 
acquisition for Peninsula Open Space Trust, a lo-
cal land conservancy.  I’m about to finish my first 
year of business school at Tuck and am looking 
forward to continuing in land conservation and 
conservation finance after school.  I’d love to
hear from other CES-ers with similar interests!

Rebecca Silver ‘00
I’m just finishing my first year in the Environmen-
tal Studies Masters program at University of Or-
egon, and am enjoying living in the rainy Pacific 
Northwest! This summer I plan to grow lots of to-
matoes, and will also be continuing the work I’ve 
done for the last 4 years (off and on) as a leader 
of service-learning trips to Central America. This 
summer I’m taking a group to El Salvador where 
we’ll work for and learn from a local NGO fo-
cused on sustainable agriculture and other com-
munity development projects. And the biggest 
news is that I’m getting married in September!
 

Irena Hollowell ´02
I have been in Ecuador since the beginning of last 
year.  I came with only vague plans and some con-
tacts of organizations I might volunteer or work 
with in sustainable agriculture, thinking I would 
be here for six months.  After July 29th, I would 

be illegal alien here if I stayed, but it’s going to be 
hard to leave.  My dad has called this trip a self-
designed version of the Peace Corps.  I think it´s 
much closer to a self-designed version of WWOOF.

I have moved within Ecuador a lot of times, first to 
and from Riobamba, where I stayed with a family 
that has permacultured land and lots of alternative 
energy and other appropriate technology projects, 
then to, and within, Guapulo, a neighborhood on the 
east of Quito where I found some great friends and 
tried to take charge of an urban garden/vegetable 
market project.  Most recently I have moved into, 
and within, the intermontane valley of Tumbaco, 
where I am living now.  I am sharing a house with a
doula – whom I met because she also organiz-
es sweat lodges that I sometimes participate in 
– and her daughter, who is studying film-making.

In addition to moving so many times, I have gone 
on lots of trips, such as to Mindo (cloud forest, 
waterfalls), Pululahua (volcanic crater, temperate 
climate, camping in an abandoned colonial house), 
Pasochoa (mountain near Quito with a native for-
est reserve), and Cotacachi (equinox and solstice 
rituals).  Just before moving to Tumbaco, I went 
to the World Social Forum in Caracas, Venezuela. 
For about four months I lived with a family in Tum-
baco that is part of the national Ecuadorian Seed-
Savers´ Network (Red de Guardianes de Semillas, 
RGS), and is also part of a “commune” that is not 
nearly as communal as the Fellowship Community 
of New York where I lived for a little more than a 
year and will probably return.  RGS is the main 
reason I decided to move to Tumbaco; I have been 
coming to the weekly meetings for about a year, 
getting tons of cool ideas from them all along, and 
gradually getting more and more involved.  RGS 
also has a permaculture course that I’m taking. 
While I´m in Tumbaco, I´m busy planting trees, 
transplanting trees, planting other things, read-
ing/researching, creating permaculture designs, 
and investigating soap-making procedures.

Most of the people in RGS are small, traditional 
farmers interested in preserving the biodiversity 
of their farms, their cultivated areas, and inter-
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ested in preserving traditional, disappearing, va-
rieties of crops.  Here in Tumbaco, where RGS´s 
coordination is centered, we all collect, dry, pack-
age, and hand-label seeds.  We mostly focus on 
traditional varieties of native plants, including 
fruit trees, forest trees, other wild plants, pota-
toes, other root crops, beans, corns, other grains, 
fruiting vines, forage plants, etc, etc, etc.  There 
is such an enormous variety of climates and mi-
cro-climates here, such an enormous diversity 
within so many of those, and such a strong An-
dean tradition of cultivating diversity for the sake 
of diversity, for the sake of the crops and the land 
themselves as well as for the sake of the people 
who cultivate them. This kind of attitude and the 
impressive crop diversity that it generates have, of 
course, been very much reduced by colonization, 
and then by the green revolution, and will proba-
bly be reduced again by the Free Trade Agreement 
that is likely to soon be signed (US/Ecuador). But
this kind of diversity and the attitude that produc-
es it are still here.

Garry Sanders ‘02
I just wanted to give a heads up to fellow CES al-
ums and let them know that I will be moving from 
Jackson, WY where I have been since graduation.  
I am moving to Michigan to begin a Master’s pro-
gram in Biology at the Annis Water Resources 
Institute at Grand Valley State University.  I am 
extremely excited, and hopefully I will be back at 
Williams for a visit in the fall of 2006. 

Sarah Klionsky ‘03
After splitting my time for the past three years be-
tween the New England Wildflower Society and 
Teton Science Schools, I will be joining two other 
‘03 envi concentrators in the fall at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin at Madison.  I will be studying 
botany in an environmental studies program called 
land resources.  Nick Nelson ‘03 is finishing his 
Masters in watershed science at Utah State Uni-
versity and will be moving to Madison as well.  
We would love to hear from any Williams folks 
who are there.

Malin Pinsky ’03
Williams has been on my mind for a number of 
reasons, first among them my experience this past 
week running 
into not just one 
fellow graduate, 
but four!  We 
were all at the 
Katoomba Con-
ference, a boiste-
rious name for a 
diverse and ener-
getic internation-
al crowd of folks 
interested in ecosystem markets.  From Credit Su-
isse and Goldman Sachs, to Tulalip Tribes and the 
Indian Forestry Service (the country, not American 
Indians), the gathering pulled in sectors of society 
in a group of about 200.  Five of those 200 were 
Williams grads: Walt Reid, Spencer Beebe, Nadine 
Block, Catherine Birnie, and me.  What a wonderful 
surprise! 

In other news, I’m off to Stanford this fall to start 
my doctorate in marine ecology with Dr. Steve 
Palumbi. The fascinating question of how to de-
sign effective networks of reserves in the ocean 
looks like it may be my focal question.  For those 
who remember conservation biology, thinking 
about conservation in the ocean begs the questions:
what exactly is a “corridor” when you’re surround-
ed by water?

Hope all is well in Williamstown.  Kristin and I 
were briefly in Williamstown earlier this spring 
during finals, when Kimmie Kemper ‘03 and Angus 
Beal ‘03 got married in the College chapel and had 
their reception up at the Hopkins Fores Couldn’t 
stay away.
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 Center for Environmental Studies
 Karen Merrill, Director

 Sarah Gardner, Associate Director
 Drew Jones, Hopkins Forest Manager
 Sandy Zepka, Administrative Assistant
 Norm Parker, Information Specialist

Keep in touch with CES alumni through the 
Alumni Notes: send us updates for the next issue 
through the CES website at www.williams.edu/

ces/resources/alumni.htm
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Editor: Sarah Gardner
Layout: Norm Parker

Editorial Assistant: Carolyn Reuman ‘06

Left to right:  Norm Parker, Drew Jones, 
Sarah Gardner, Karen Merrill, and Sandy Zepka
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