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Letter from the Director
Dear CES Friends:

Greetings once again from our new (temporary?) home in Harper House, where 
we are concluding an exciting and busy year. This issue of Field Notes will give 
you a sense of the range of activities and events that have taken place at the 
Center for Environmental Studies this year. But I’d like to take this opportunity 
to bring you up to date on some of the other news from CES – and also to let you 
know some of the exciting changes that lie ahead.

Let me begin with our physical location. As you may recall, we moved last 
summer from Kellogg House to Harper House, to move out of the footprint of the 
impending Stetson-Sawyer building project. As part of the College’s response to 
the current financial situation, the Stetson-Sawyer project has been postponed, 
so it turns out that our move to Harper House was premature. Nevertheless, we 
seem likely to remain in our current location for at least two or three more years 
– and longer if the Stetson-Sawyer project experiences further delays. 

After the initial heartaches of our separation from Kellogg House, we have settled comfortably into Harper 
House. Our only real complaint is the lack of cooking facilities; due to fire safety restrictions, we have 
neither a stove nor a regular oven. This has put a bit of a damper on student life in CES, but we have 
compensated as much as possible by providing a supply teas, coffee and some new comfortable chairs!

On the academic side, we have had a terrific year. In addition to our core 
courses, we had three visiting faculty members based in CES. In the fall, 
Theo Emmanuel, an Indian naturalist and activist, taught a well-received 
class on “Nature and Politics in the Himalayan Region.” In the spring, 
we hosted Jennifer Lee Jones, a widely known scholar and teacher who 
taught a provocative class challenging conventional views of conservation 
and development. And also in the Spring, we welcomed Wilberforce 
Kisamba-Mugerwa, a former Minister of Agriculture and Minister of 
Finance in Uganda, who was the inaugural Class of 1955 Visiting Professor 
of International Studies. Kisamba and I taught a class on agriculture and 
development, focused at undergraduates but also pulling in a few students 
from the Center for Development Economics.

Our curricular offerings for the year were anchored by Bill Lynn, a geographer and ethicist with wide-
reaching expertise. Bill taught our intro class and our senior seminar this year, along with two electives; in 
all his courses, he challenged students to think deeply about the ethical and philosophical underpinnings 
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of their commitments to nature and the environment. We are delighted that Bill will return in 2009-10.

He will be joined by two other visitors. As our Class of 1946 Visiting Professor of 
Environmental Studies, Wil Burns will teach a class on international environmental law, 
along with two additional courses: one on US environmental law and policy, and a second 
on policy responses to climate change. Wil is a legal scholar who has also been heavily 
engaged in international environmental policy. He has been deeply involved with policy 

issues related to the International Whaling Commission, the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species, and the UN Convention on 
Climate Change. 

In addition, we look forward to hosting Christian McEwen, who will teach 
a spring semester course on nature writing. Christian has taught a winter 
study class on this subject in the past, and we look forward to welcoming her to teach a regular 
semester class that will allow her to expand the course so that it can unfold over the course 
of three months, instead of three weeks. Christian emphasizes the importance of observation, 
description, and reflection – all of which are central to environmental studies.

Looking beyond the curriculum, we have conducted a series of valuable discussions over the 
past year about the future directions of the Environmental Studies program at Williams. We 
continue to weigh issues such as the possible switch from a “concentration” to a “major”. 

We also have discussed long-term changes in curriculum and staffing. Some of these issues are on hold for 
now, but I want to thank my colleagues on the faculty – more than a dozen of them – who took part in these 
conversations as part of the Mellon Faculty Seminar on Environmental Studies, which met more than a dozen 
times this year. We particularly valued the contributions of Tom Jorling, Roger Bolton, and Sheafe Satterthwaite 
all of whom have observed CES more or less since its origins.

Finally, I note with a mixture of excitement and regret that I am concluding my term as Director of CES. My 
own plan is to go on leave for 2009-10, continuing my research on agricultural development while teaching two 
classes at the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. While I will be sorry to leave CES, I am very 
pleased for the opportunity to devote more time to research. 

I am delighted to introduce as my successor Prof. Jennifer French, a scholar of Romance Languages whose 
work deals with representations of the natural world in Latin American literature. Jennifer has been a key 
member of the CES faculty over the past few years, and she will provide superb leadership to the Center and 
its programs.

In closing, I would like to express my own appreciation to a few of the people who have made my time
CES so enjoyable and productive. In particular, I would like to thank Sarah Gardner, the associate director, for 
managing almost all of the administrative tasks at CES -- and for all that she does to build community among 
students, faculty, and staff. I would also like to acknowledge the wonderful Sandy Zepka. As you all know, 
Sandy keeps the Center running from day to day and week to week. Miraculously, she appears to have survived 
my term as director with her sense of humor intact… Certainly we cannot imagine CES without her! 

Two other staff members also work in CES, and their contributions are too often overlooked. Drew Jones does 
an amazing job as Hopkins Forest manager. When he’s not banding owls or measuring salamanders, he is 
mobilizing students to work as forest caretakers and teaching them to see the forest, as well as the trees! And 
finally, Jay Racela, who manages the environmental lab in the Science Center, organizes an enormous amount of 
equipment and magically arranges things so that when students show up to perform experiments, or when they 
go to the field to take measurements, the set-up time is minimal. We appreciate Drew and Jay enormously!

To Sarah and Sandy, Drew and Jay, and to all the students, faculty, alumni, and friends of CES: thanks for all 
your help and support during my time as director. I am deeply grateful!

On that closing note, I wish you all the best for the summer and beyond. Please do stay in touch! And if you’re 
on campus, come and find us in Harper House!

All the best,

Doug Gollin
Professor of Economics
Director, CES
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Environmental Studies Awards and Fellowships

Sarah Gardner and Doug Gollin presenting 
The Rosenburg Prize to Ben Swimm ‘09

The Rosenburg Prize 
Ben Swimm ’09 received the Rosenburg Prize for his 
outstanding scholarship and potential for solving local, 

national, or international environmental problems

The Scheffey Award
Elissa Brown ’09 received the Scheffey Award for 
her extraordinary environmental leadership in her 

time at Williams

Elissa Brown ’09 receiving the Scheffey 
Award

Tom Hardie III Memorial Award 
Avalon Gulley ’09 received the Hardie Award for the Best 
Student Work in Environmental Studies with her thesis: 
“Exploring the Interrelationships Between Farmers and their 
Watershed: A Case Study in Human Ecology from Río La 
Paz, Costa Rica”

Avalon Gulley ’09 Receiving the Tom Hardie Award

Thoreau Program in Green Design
A grant from the Thoreau Foundation provided fund-
ing to educate a selective group of students in the prin-
ciples and practice of sustainable design.  Students at-
tended fall workshops on campus and the GreenBuild 
conference in Boston. Several students also took a 
winter study course on Green Design and passed the 
LEED certification exam.  In the spring semester, they 
applied their knowledge by working on campus sus-
tainability projects with the Zilka Center. 



Campus Environmental Advocacy Group (CEAC)
by John Kleiner, Professor of English, Chair, CEAC

The CEAC is a committee of students, faculty and staff, which 
addresses campus environmental issues. This year CEAC’s 
work centered on drafting a College building policy. The goal 
was to establish a framework for future construction – both 
new building and renovation -- that would enable Williams to 
meet its carbon reduction target. (The target, adopted by the 
Board of Trustees in January 2007, calls for the College to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with campus op-
erations to 10% below 1990/91 levels by 2020.)

Based on its review of data that the Zilkha Center has been 
compiling, CEAC made a series of recommendations, the most 
important of which was that major projects should not go for-
ward if they would increase the College’s overall emissions. 

After several rounds of revisions and meetings with members 
of the administration, CEAC at the end of February presented 
its final proposals to the Provost, Dean of the College and the 
Vice President for Operations. They informed CEAC that they 
would consider the proposal further but that, at the present 
time, they would not present it to senior staff. 

Several CEAC subcommittees met during the year. The Out-
reach subcommittee reviewed proposals to the Class of 08 
project fund. At the recommendation of the subcommittee, the 
fund has thus far paid for power strips in Sawyer Library and 
the Controller’s office, making it more convenient for staff to 
turn their computers and peripherals off at night and over the 
weekend.

Each day of Earth Week had an environmental theme and 
had at least two planned events. On Monday, April 20th, 
the theme was political activism, so there was free ice 
cream at lunch at Paresky for students who called their 
senators to support the Clean Water Protection Act, which 
would prevent mountain top removal. Later that night, 
there was a free showing of the nature documentary Planet 
Earth in Bronfman auditorium. There was also a competi-
tion to guess how many “To-Go” cups the campus used 
on an average day, the winner of which to be announced 
later in the week Tuesday was waste awareness day, so 
there were CUPPS cups for sale to promote reusing con-

tainers. The winner of the “To-Go” cups competition was 
announced: A grand total of 2,300 cups! Over the course 
of the day, passersby saw the display and were shocked 
when they saw how many cups were thrown away. 

Wednesday was ‘Food for Thought’ day on which all 
of the dining halls had as much local, organic food as 
possible for dinner. CES funded the Earth Week key-
note speaker, Gary Nabhan, who spoke about the impor-
tance of local food. Thursday was Campus Activism day. 
Throughout the day there were signings of a petition for 
emission free future Williams buildings by the CEAC 

Earth Week 2009
by  Sophie Robinson ’11
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Professor Roger Bolton Honored
 
The July 2009 issue of International Regional Science Review (a SAGE Publications journal) is in honor of Roger 
Bolton.  It is entitled:  “Special Issue of Roger Bolton on Understanding Place and the Economics of Space.”  The guest 
editor is Steve Sheppard, Robert F. White Class of 1952 Professor of Economics.  Contributing authors include scholars 
from Harvard, London School of Economics, University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign, University of California-Santa 
Cruz, University of Colorado, UCLA, Williams, and Sandia National Laboratories.  Roger Bolton, William Brough 
Professor of Economics Emeritus and Research Associate at the Center for Environmental Studies, is an invaluable and 
admired member of the CES community.

Professor Roger Bolton
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Thursday Night Group: A Year of Action
by David Gold ’12   

What we did at Powershift ’09 can be understood 
from many perspectives. We all consider the trip 
an enormous success in terms of student planning. 
The effort put into finding funding, places to stay 
and transportation was enormous. Not to mention 
that sacrificing a weekend to attend a conference 
an eight-hour bus ride away from Williams is an 
unsung demonstration of commitment to a cause. And 
thankfully, the college provided funding to cover our 
registration fees, so that all who were willing to attend 
the    conference could do so. I was happy to meet 
classmates whom I never would have suspected to 
hold an interest in environmentalism.

At the conference we attended various panels and 
workshops on a diversity of topics ranging from 
“Building Effective and Inclusive Coalitions” to 
“Human Rights, Uranium Mining and an Unfolding 
Genocide” to “The Story of Coal: Past, Present and 
Future.” We attended these panels and workshops 
keeping in mind our mission as young climate 
activists. Our goals, broadly conceived, were to 
strengthen existing connections with community 
organizers and forge new ones, to develop skills and 
strategies for effecting positive climate-sensitive 
change and to strengthen the political pressure exerted 
on our leaders in the face of upcoming opportunities 
to effect beneficial policy change. We were fortunate 
to hear speeches from our accomplished peers and 
key political figures in the climate movement such as 
Congresswoman Donna Edwards and Congressman 
Ed Markey.

But we did much more, too. Or rather, we were much 
more. It is unusual for a Williams College student 
to feel a part of something large. We are constantly 
reminded of the purple bubble that surrounds us, 
and yet, we traveled to Washington D.C. to count 
ourselves among twelve thousand young activists 
from around the nation all galvanized by our common 
demand for change. When Congressman Ed Markey 
finished speaking I heard the din of those thousands 
of my peers swell all around me. I felt swept up in a 
demand for climate justice, and I endorsed it wholly 
and unashamedly.

I cannot help but look past these concerns. It was made 
clear to me at the conference that there is substance 
behind demands. If climate activists are charged as 
overzealous, it seems in virtue of the movement’s 
perceived insatiability. But I think that insatiability is 
the best thing for the climate movement right now. If 
we believe in our cause then we cannot help but call it 
urgent, and we likewise cannot accept any compromise 
that defeats our mission of creating a sustainable 
global culture. I hope that we continue to be insatiable, 
as we showed ourselves to be at the conference, that 
we continue to recognize that a movement is nothing 
without the enthusiastic participation of each and 
every single one of its constituents. And I think that 
helping to realize this movement, helping to spur its 
growth across the nation is what all twelve thousand 
of us did that weekend.

(Williams College Campus Environmental Advisory 
Committee). Every student who talked to the tablers 
about the issue received free trail mix, whether or not 
they agreed to sign. From 7:30 – 8:30 pm that eve-
ning, short movies were screened in the Paresky Cen-
ter. Later that night, cookies were baked for Thursday 
Night Group’s weekly meeting at Dodd House. Friday 
was deemed Nature Appreciation day, so in addition 
to the weekly WOC sunrise hike, a nature hike was 
planned for after Log Lunch with Hank Art. Later in 

the afternoon, trees were planted near Dodd House 
with Rick Spalding (The Chaplain of the College) , 
who led a planting ceremony, which included poetry 
readings and watering the trees with water collected 
from nearby streams.
Thanks to the efforts of members from TNG, the 
Zilkha center, the CES, and the Williams community, 
earth week was a huge success! 

Students outside Capitol 
Building



Do you ever wonder what biological forms might be 
lurking in those streams, springs and seeps that you 
pass on a walk in Hopkins Forest?  This spring, the 
entire seventh grade class at Mount Greylock High 
School got the chance to explore some of the Forest’s 
representative wetlands in search of answers to just 
that question.  Yes, they came -- dip-nets, buckets and 
magnifying boxes in hand -- to explore and inventory 
three different wetlands: a mountain brook, a seepage 
swamp and an isolated pond.  Their findings did not 
fail to intrigue, astonish and “wig out” many of these 
scholastic wetland explorers.
During a four day event, sponsored by the Williams 
Center at Mount Greylock, middle school students 
teamed with adults from their school, Williams, and the 
community, seeking to find and describe the differences 
in aquatic biological communities.  Their hypothesis 
was that the three very different physical environments 
that typify the pond, swamp and stream would impose 
different stresses and provide varying amounts of 
key resources that would significantly influence the 
structure and composition of the 
animal assemblages that live within.   
In order to describe their physical 
environments, students measured 
environmental parameters such 
as water temperature, flow, and 
sunlight.  Next, came the fun part: 
entering these aquatic worlds to find 
and describe their resident animals.

Not surprisingly, students 
encountered three quite different 
communities of small animals in 
the wetland triad.   In the pond, 
students gawked and awed at the 
site of American toads laying their long spiral ribbons 
of eggs along the silty bottom.  It appears that the 
unseasonably warm April weather had hastened the 
breeding activities of this common New England 
amphibian.  Another amphibian, the red-spotted newt, 
was found in abundance on the bottom of the  pond; but 
unlike the more ephemeral toad, this salamander spends 
much of its life in the pond, lurking among the weeds, 
waiting for a small morsel to float or swim by.  Among 
the many six-legged denizens of the pond were water 
striders, water scorpions, and diving beetles.  These 
bugs generally stay near the top of the placid water 
to breathe air.  The diving beetle can actually carry a 
bubble of air with it as it heads below the surface in 
search of a meal.  

The next stop was the swamp, just up the hill a bit from 
the pond.  Here the water runs slow and shallow and 
there are a lot of hummocks that give rise to vegetation 
and trap sediment and leafy debris.  This is clearly a 
tough place to get oxygen, especially for those who 
use gills to procure the dissolved form of this gas.  
Shredders and collectors, however, do well in this 

environment of slow, murky water.  
Here the seventh graders found 
some tadpoles, the larval form of 
the wood frog.  Wood frogs use 
small ephemeral wetlands that are 
in or near wooded environments; 
so it was no surprise to find them 
in the swamp. The real winners, 
however, were the marsh beetle 
larvae and some ghastly looking rat-
tail maggots and phantom cranefly 
larvae.  These latter two are members of the Diptera or 
true flies, a group infamous for inflicting painful bites 
and agony as adults, but better known for tolerance of 
poor water quality as larvae. They tolerate these rather 
anoxic conditions by using a built-in narrow tube that 
reaches above the water surface to secure oxygen from 
the air. These small developing flies are, indeed, the 
snorkelers of the swamp.

A few minutes’ walk away, another group of 10 seventh 
graders was exploring the clear, running 
waters of Ford Glen Brook.   With its cool, 
oxygen rich waters, this wetland favored a 
different assortment of small critters, not 
the least of which is the long, lean two-
lined salamander.  Students pulled these 
3 ½ inch yellowish salamanders, along 
with their smaller gilled offspring from 
their refuges among the rocks and logs of 
the stream bottom.  These salamanders 
are of the Plethodon or ‘lung-less’ group 
and can assimilate the stream’s high 
concentrations of dissolved oxygen 
through their porous skin (and lungs 
as juveniles).  

A closer look under the 
rocks, for finding small 
animals in a column of 
swiftly running water can 
be somewhat futile ,but 
numerous small six leggers 
were revealed clinging to 
the stone udnersides.  Peel 
one off and you’d observe 
a small flattened insect 
with sprawling legs, three 
tail filaments and a row of 
feathery gills lining each side 
of its abdomen.  Looking at 
their adaptations for stealth, 
anchorage and respiration, 
it was easy to see why these 
juvenile mayflies are the true rank-and-file members of 
the stream community.  
Though it may be the large, charismatic creatures that 
cause the oohs and aahs, it’s the little, often cryptic 
ones that tend to define, if not dominate, their biotic 
communities -- just ask your local seventh grader.

Salmander Search

What Lurks Beneath –  Spring in Hopkins Forest
by Andrew Jones, HMF Manager

Drew Jones working with 
students in Hopkins Forest
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A Year of Log Lunches
By Rooney Charest ‘11

September 19: Time to catch the sea breeze: Cape Wind: 
Update on America’s first offshore wind farm planned 
for Nantucket Sound, Mark Rogers, Cape Wind

Mark Rogers outlined Cape Wind’s proposal to install wind 
turbines in Nantucket Sound and discussed the benefits of 
offshore wind energy sources.  Although most turbines in 
the U.S. are inland, ocean-based turbines have been used 
successfully in Europe for the past 15 years.  There are sev-
eral benefits to offshore sites: in general they are windi-
er, less turbulent, and have more open space.  Cape Wind 
hopes to install a grid of 130 wind turbines averaging 258’ 
in height in Nantucket Sound, a windy, protected area near 
a region of high energy demand.  In order to secure this 
area, they will make lease payments to the federal govern-
ment and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Rogers af-
firmed that the turbines will provide utility-scale renewable 
energy, offset sulfur, nitrogen, and carbon emissions, and 
make Massachusetts the global leader in offshore renew-
ables.  However, the proposed Cape Wind project has been 
met with much adversity, and Rogers took time to address 
the concerns of its opponents.  He asserted that the turbines 
will be safe for boats and wildlife and that their location in 
the middle of the Sound will make them barely visible from 
shore.  Rogers concluded by listing the supposed benefits 
of Cape Wind, including the creation of a thousand new 
jobs in Massachusetts, reduced dependence on foreign fu-
els, and the promise of enduring stable energy prices.  If 
the Cape Wind plan is approved, construction will be com-
pleted in 2010.  

September 26: Oceanography and marine policy re-
search experiences at the Williams-Mystic Maritime 

Studies Program, Perri Osattin ’10 and Hanlon Kelley ’09, 
Williams-Mystic alumni

Two alums of the Williams-Mystic Program 2007-08 pre-
sented the findings of their projects on the coastal weather-
ing of statuary and the politics of right whale conservation.  
Perri Osattin ’10 found that rock type is more responsible 
for the weathering rates of headstones than their proximity 
to the shore.  Hanlon Kelley ’09 discussed the compromis-
es that environmentalists are making with the fishing and 
shipping industries in order to protect the endangered right 
whale without harming maritime commerce.

October 3: Elitism in the Green Movement: one commu-
nity-based solution, Adriann Mintzmyer ’09 and What 
is my environment? Figuring it out and making it bet-
ter, Chris Holland ’11

Adriann Mintzmyer worked with Target Hunger in North 
Adams last summer developing a community-supported 
agriculture (CSA) farm for low-income residents.  The or-
ganization is working to obtain a grant for a revolving fund 
that allows low-income residents to invest in the farm on a 
monthly basis instead of an annual one.  Adriann’s experi-
ence involved issues of local food, poverty, and environ-
ment, including the question of how social justice relates to 
environmentalism.

Chris Holland spent the summer in his hometown of Cull-
man, Alabama studying the role that food and education 
have in place and environment.  His project focused on the 
relationship between environment and schools.

October 17: Community-based Conservation in the De-
veloping World, Beryl Manning Geist ’11 and Ecological 
Change In Lake of the Woods as a Result of Develop-
mentally Generated Eutrophication, Clint Robins ’11

As an intern at the Charles Darwin Research Center on the 
Galapagos, Beryl Manning-Geist ’11 participated in grass-
roots conservation efforts throughout the Galapagos Islands.  
The past decade has seen an explosion of foreign plant and 
animal species introduced to the area, threatening local spe-
cies.  Beryl worked with the Native and Endemic Gardens 
Project to plant community gardens that encourage the use 
of native plants in local gardens.  Beryl’s experience in the 
Galapagos convinced her that in order for the preservation 
of local species to be successful, education must become 
a priority and conservation must be developed as a social 
value among local people.

Clint Robins ’11 investigated anthropogenic changes in the 
chemistry of the Lake of the Woods, a body of water that 
straddles the Minnesota-Canada border where Clint had 
spent several summers.  He tested for eutrophication, which 

Log Lunch Head Cooks:
Elissa Brown ’09 and Benn Swimm ’09 
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occurs when sewage and agricultural runoff cause an over-
load of nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphate. Eutro-
phication is oxygen depletion, and may lead to the forma-
tion of dead zones. Clint’s testing of nitrate and phosphate 
levels indicated an increase in the concentration of both 
nutrients as summer progressed.  This finding correlated 
with past trends recorded by the Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol agency (MPCA).  Clint concluded that the Lake of the 
Woods is slightly eutrophic according to EPA standards, 
but that it is still capable of maintaining healthy ecosys-
tems.  His findings indicate that development and tourism 
are negatively affecting the health of the lake.

October 24: The Voice of the Mountain: a history of 
Mount Greylock, Leah Katzelnick ’10 and A Summer 
Saving America’s Turtles, Jared Nourse ’11

Leah Katzelnick ’10 spent her summer updating Most Ex-
cellent Majesty: A History of Mount Greylock (1988) by 
Deborah Burns and Lauren Stevens.  She spoke about the 
history of the mountain, which became a reservation in 
1898 and began to be developed in the 1960s.  Leah also 
outlined the most recent happenings on the mountain, in-
cluding the new proposal for the development of its east 
side as well as the latest additions to buildings and Hay-
ley’s Farm.  

A resident of Cape Cod, Jared Nourse ’11 studied several 
species of turtles in the outer cape this past summer. He 
worked mostly with diamondback terrapins, tracking their 

populations and monitoring nests.  Jared studied and re-
corded the life patterns, characteristics, and annual cycles 
of the turtles.  He also spent time with box and Kemp’s 
Ridley turtles, rescuing the latter on days they had been 
stranded by stormy weather on the Cape.  

October 31: The Politics and Economics of Site Remedi-
ation: A State Legislator’s Perspective, New Jersey State 
Senator Robert Gordon ’72
 
A political economy major, Mr. Gordon went through the 
first environmental studies program at Williams.  He cur-
rently serves on the Environmental Committee in the New 
Jersey Senate.  Bob Gordon spoke about his involvement 
in the remediation of hazardous waste sites in the state of 
New Jersey. The state’s current sy tem for brownfield re-
mediation has resulted in one of the lowest closure rates 
in the country, with some sites sitting under review for 
decades. According to Gordon, the public policy involved 
often creates a conflict between what is good for the en-
vironment and what is good for the economy. New Jersey 
has recently experienced a population decline and a loss in 
the high-wage job sector, creating a need for new develop-
ment on brownfield sites. In order to expedite the remedia-
tion process, New Jersey legislators are looking to end the 
current step-by-step approach in favor of a case-by-case 
approach.

The extensive regulation that surrounds remediation today 
results in red tape between environmental consultants and 
developers, he said. Instead, Gordon and his colleagues 
want to establish priorities for the 20,000 brownfield sites 
currently under review in New Jersey. Only the higher risk 
sites will remain under the jurisdiction of environmental 
agencies, which will have the authority to determine the 
appropriate clean-up method. Gordon also proposes finan-
cial incentives to the responsible parties for complete site 
clean-up.

November 7: Energy: The View from the Patrick Ad-
ministration, Anne Berwick, Undersecretary for Energy, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Ms. Berwick spoke about energy policy in Massachusetts 

Clint Robins ‘11 and Beryl Manning-
Geist ‘11

Jared Nourse ‘11 and 
Leah Katzelnick ‘10

Robert Gordon ’72
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under the Deval Patrick Administration. At the state level, en-
ergy policy can be implemented and tested on a small scale 
before it is applied nationwide.  Ann Berwick asserted that 
Massachusetts has been one of the most progressive states in 
the arena of energy policy over the past decade. One impor-
tant piece of Massachusetts energy legislation is the Green 
Communities Act, which seeks to increase energy efficiency 
and facilitate the development of renewables. Under this Act, 
Massachusetts has adopted international energy conservation 
codes and now requires a certain share of the energy in the 
electric grid to come from renewable sources. Massachusetts 
is also the first state in the country to have passed energy 
legislation on the ocean: it includes provisions for offshore 
wind farms. Berwick listed several other energy programs 
that the state has implemented, including a zero net energy 
building taskforce and Commonwealth Solar, which provides 
rebates for solar panel installation. Finally, she spoke about 
Massachusetts’ participation in the Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative (RGGI). RGGI is an agreement between ten 
Northeastern states to achieve a 10 percent reduction in CO2 
emissions by 2018, and it is the first mandatory cap-and-trade 
program in the country. Most of the developments Berwick 
mentioned have occurred in the past two years, indicating 
that substantial progress in energy policy is likely to continue 
in Massachusetts. 

November 14: Smoke Exposure and Infant 
Health: Growing a Research Program in Ghana, Darby 
Jack ’97, Associate Research Scientist, Department of Envi-
ronmental Health Services, Columbia University 

As a researcher at Columbia University, Darby Jack focuses 
on the interactions between health, urbanization, and climate 
change. He stressed to his Log Lunch audience that several 
of the leading causes of death worldwide involve the environ-
ment, the most common being air pollution from traditional 
wood cooking fires. This type of exposure is usually correlat-
ed with poverty and is seen mostly in developing nations, es-
pecially Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. Mr. Jack spoke 
about his involvement with a project aimed at characterizing 
the disease burden associated with household use of solid fu-
els. Working out of the Kintampo Health Research Center in 
Ghana, Jack studied the effects of smoke exposure on preg-
nant women.  He used both personal monitoring devices and 

more general cooking area monitoring to collect his data.  
He found that infants exposed to high levels of cooking 
smoke in the womb often exhibited low birth weight and 
weakened immune systems. Jack concluded by warning 
that the situation in Sub-Saharan Africa is only worsen-
ing due to lingering widespread poverty. 

December 5: Forest Degradation in the Himalaya: A 
Closer Look from Farther Away, Emmanuel “Theo” 
Theophilus, Class of 1964 Visiting Professor of Envi-
ronmental Studies and Dave Backus, Lecturer in Geosci-
ences 

Emmanuel Theophilus, a native of the Himalaya, spoke 
about environmental degradation in the region. The 
growing population in the Himalaya has led to increas-
ing deforestation for housing, agriculture, and timber. 
Because Himalayan soils are generally poor, they must 
maintain their fertility through a cycle of nutrients from 
forests through animals. Shrinking forests due to expand-
ing cultivation causes cropland to become infertile much 
more quickly. Deforestation has also resulted in soil ero-
sion, causing runoff and silt buildups in rivers. Among 
other things, Theophilus uses satellite images to exam-
ine the patterns of forest degradation in the Himalaya. 
During his semester at Williams, Theophilus joined with 
Dave Backus of the Geosciences Department to create 
images of the Himalaya using different remote sensing 
technologies.

January 9: Geography as an Academic Discipline,
Roger Bolton, Research Associate, Center for Environ-
mental Studies and William Brough Professor of Eco-
nomics, Emeritus

Roger Bolton gave a general introduction to the academic 
discipline of geography, a field of  inquiry not routinely 
taught at Williams (Bolton taught some courses in it in 
CES in the 1990s).  He mentioned that Williams students 
might be “missing something” due to the absence of a 
systematic survey of geography from the Williams cur-
riculum, as suggested by the fact that it is taught in many 
other first-rate colleges and universities (something he 
showed with maps, one of geography’s essential tools).  
The discipline concerns itself with human-environment 

Ann C. Berwick

Emmanuel Theophilus
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interactions that are on almost everybody’s minds these 
days, as well as the human-human interactions that make 
it an important social science.  He illustrated the essential 
characteristics of the discipline with quotations from leading 
geographers, with maps, and with examples of the research 
specialties of the University of Minnesota Department of 
Geography, using that university’s department as an exam-
ple.  He also showed how some geographers deal with the 
defining characteristics of “places.”

January 16: Amphibian Communities in Maine Wetlands, 
Jennifer Rowe ‘11 

I spent the summer as a field assistant to Amanda Shearin, 
a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Maine in her re-
search studying spotted salamander habitat and predation in 
Downeast Maine.  We visited vernal pools, fishless ponds, 
and fish-containing ponds, where we catalogued egg masses, 
identified predators, surveyed vegetation, and tracked the lar-
vae throughout their life cycles. I learned some of the chal-
lenges and rewards of fieldwork and was introduced to the 
unique freshwater ecosystems of vernal pools and ponds.

January 23: Environmental Economics and Air Pollution 
Policy in Washington: Is a bird worth more when there is 
no Bush? Jim Neumann ’84, Principal, Industrial Econom-
ics Incorporated

Jim Neumann ’84 is a principal at Industrial Economics, an 
environmental consulting firm in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts.  He spoke on several subjects, including the changes 
in national air pollution policy expected to occur under the 
Obama administration.  Mr. Neumann also touched upon 
the process of making a career in environmental economics.  
Because most opposition to environmental initiatives comes 
from concerns about the economy, environmental economics 
is vital to progress in environmental policy.  In his analy-
sis of air pollution policy under the Bush Administration, 
Mr. Neumann compared the benefits of different programs 
to their costs.  He concluded that the Clear Skies Act of 
2003 improves both health and economic welfare, prevent-
ing around 12,000 premature deaths and saving tens of bil-
lions of dollars worth of air pollution externalities.  While air 
pollution policy was the only major initiative during Bush’s 

presidency, Mr. Neumann stressed the need for climate 
change legislation.  His analyses of the impact of climate 
change on the United States included expected risks to 
the Alaskan King Crab, to property values, and the im-
pact of sea level rise using GIS-based models.  Mr. Neu-
mann admitted that climate regulation would likely raise 
energy prices, disproportionately affecting low income 
households, but he maintains that this can be resolved by 
well-designed policies.  He anticipated that the Obama 
Administration would give greater authority to science 
and analysis, make progressive appointments in environ-
mental positions, and advance towards legislative action 
on climate change. 

February. 13: One Hundred and One Ways to Change 
the Landscape: Habitat Restoration at The Trustees 
of Reservations,  Julie Richburg, Ecologist, Berkshire/
Pioneer Valley Regional Planning Commission

Regional ecologist Dr. Julie Richburg described the ef-
forts of the Trustees of Reservations to restore habitat in 
the Pioneer Valley and the Berkshires.  Based mostly in 
Massachusetts, the Trustees of Reservations is the oldest 
private, statewide conservation and preservation organi-
zation.  Dr. Richburg first outlined the ways in which 
three centuries of human-driven development has af-
fected habitat, caused habitat loss, conversion, and frag-
mentation and the restriction of natural processes.  Key 
areas for habitat restoration are those characterized by 
rare species or important natural processes, such as bea-
ver dams.  Dr. Richburg gave a number of examples of 
recent projects by the Trustees of Reservations.  At Bar-
tholomew’s Cobble in Sheffield, volunteers worked to 
eliminate an invasive plant species threatening rare na-
tive plants.  At Buzzards Bay in Bourne, dams restricting 
stream flows were removed from Red Brook, a critical 
habitat for trout.  More locally, tree islands fragmenting 
a grassland habitat at Field Farm in Williamstown were 
removed.  Dr. Richburg also spoke about the coming ne-
cessity for climate change adaptation and mitigation in 
order to preserve habitat as humans continue to influence 
the environment.

Jim Neumann with his former profes-
sor and thesis advisor, Roger Bolton.

Julie Richburg and Holly Dwyer ’12
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February 27: Kilimanjaro: An Environmental View 
From The Roof of Africa,  Hank Art, Rosenburg Profes-
sor of Environmental Studies and Biology 

After dreaming for twenty years of traveling to Africa, bi-
ology professor Hank Art and his wife finally made the 
trip last year.  They journeyed to Africa to climb Mt. Kili-
manjaro, the fourth highest peak in the world.  Located in 
eastern Africa on the border between Tanzania and Kenya, 
Kilimanjaro experiences a doubling of tourists every de-
cade, with annual visitors currently numbering fifty thou-
sand.  Professor Art shared a slideshow of images from his 
climb, which consisted of a four day ascent and two day 
descent.  As was apparent from his photographs, Kiliman-
jaro is characterized by a dramatic change in terrain with 
elevation.  Over the course of their trek, climbers move 
from tropical rainforest to heath land to desert and finally 
to snow peak.  Professor Art’s images indicated the diver-
sity of plants and wildlife he encountered in the changing 
landscape.  He concluded his talk with a discussion of Kili-
manjaro’s future.  It has experienced a massive disappear-
ance of snows in the past few decades due to low levels 
of precipitation.  If these patterns continue, the snows are 
expected to disappear completely by 2025.  Contributors 
to snow loss include sublimation from solar insolation, 
century-long drought conditions, and climate change im-
pacts on ocean circulation.  If it comes to pass, the disap-
pearance of snow from Kilimanjaro’s peak will be a visible 
reminder that the planet is changing.   

March 6: Composing a Career in Conservation and 
Things I Learned Along the Way, Martha Lyman, part-
ner, Community Forest Collaborative, Manchester, New 
Hampshire

With over thirty years of experience in grassroots orga-
nizing and public policy, Martha Lyman is well-versed on 
the subject of community conservation.  She spoke about 
the objectives of the Community Forest Collaborative, a 
four-year-old organization based in New Hampshire.  Ms. 
Lyman expressed her view of community forest initiatives 
as falling somewhere between economic development and 

conservation equity.  Community investment in forests not 
only preserves habitat, it generates returns in the form of 
forest products.  The revenue from these products can be 
applied to other projects that benefit the community.  By 
allowing for the community to benefit from its communal 
resources, community forests ensure that the resources will 
be better managed.  They provide economic opportunity 
and can encourage sustainable development in rural areas 
while also improving civic life and promoting conserva-
tion.  Ms. Lyman stressed that community forests build 
strong social capital as well by fostering relationships be-
tween residents involved in forest management.  The Com-
munity Forest Collaborative has already helped to estab-
lish community forests in Vermont, New Hampshire, and 
Maine, and is looking to coordinate further development 
throughout the Northeast.

March 13: The Confluence of Humanitarian and En-
vironmental Catastrophes on the US/Mexico Border, 
Chaplain Rick Spalding with students Will Lee ’11, Cin-
dy LaRosa ’11, Annie Liang ’09, Laura Christianson ’11, 
Wentao Xiong ’11
  
During dead week at Williams, Chaplain Rick Spalding 
brought a group of students to the US-Mexico border under 
the auspices of BorderLinks, a humanitarian organization 
working for justice in the immigration crisis.  The group 
studied the ecological and social effects of the wall being 
built along the border and evaluated the effectiveness of 
current border legislation.  They began their presentation 
with a Sierra Club video describing the biologically rich 
regions that have been fragmented by the wall, includ-
ing the Sky Island region, the Tijuana Estuary, the Sonora 
Desert region, and a number of wildlife refuges for en-
dangered species.  In these areas, the wall blocks wildlife 
migration and can cause flooding, erosion, and soil deg-
radation.  Chaplain Spalding and his students found that 
30 major laws were ignored in the passage of the Real ID 
Act, which granted the Secretary of Homeland Security the 

Hank Art at Log Lunch

Martha Lyman with niece Katie White ’11
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power to build the border wall.  Many of these laws dealt 
with the protection of endangered species and habitat.  The 
students learned of the enormous expense incurred by the 
wall’s construction: anywhere from $700 thousand to $2 
million per mile.  According to interviews with Border Pa-
trol, the wall only slows down a potential border crosser by 
about five minutes, hardly impeding illegal crossings.  The 
group concluded that the US-Mexico wall was not working 
economically, ecologically, socially, or politically.  Instead 
of the current approach, they recommended the repeal of 
several sections of the Real ID Act.  They also called for 
funding for mitigation and restoration projects for the areas 
that have been damaged ecologically.

April 10: An AUV, CTDs, HIM and SLR: Two Summers 
Research in the Amundsen Sea, Antarctica, Chris Little  
’98, Princeton Univ. Ph.D. Candidate, Geosciences

Chris Little spoke on the subject of his doctoral research, 
ocean-driven basal melting of ice shelves and their impact 
on climate change.  The climate process Mr. Little stud-
ies is poorly understood and has many implications for 
the estimation of future sea level rise.  In order to better 
understand ice shelf-ocean interaction, he has spent two 
summers on cruises in Antarctica’s Amundsen Sea measur-
ing ocean properties and collecting data.  After outlining 
the focus of his research, Mr. Little explained to his au-
dience the processes by which ice sheets and ice shelves 
are formed and the forces that regulate their basal melting.  
He also delineated the different forms of equipment used in 
his research: the AUV (Autonomous Underwater Vehicle), 
CTD (Conductivity Temperature-Depth Sensor), and HIM 
(Hallberg-Isopycnal Model).  Mr. Little then moved on to 
the subject of future sea level rise. The policy questions 
he addressed were: How much is sea level going to rise? 
How fast-flowing will the water be?  Unfortunately, long-
term climate records suggest that deglaciations tend to be 
very rapid.  This is where the scientific questions come in: 

What processes are responsible for ‘fast’ responses?  How 
long might they persist?  Only through further research like 
Mr. Little’s will these vital questions be resolved and will 
we be able to anticipate future climate changes.  

April 17: Citizen Activism: The Key to Environmental 
Success, Steve Chase, activist, writer, and professor at An-
tioch New England’s graduate program in Environmental 
Advocacy and Organizing 

Steve Chase, trainer of public interest advocates and grass-
roots organizers, led a discussion about the role of activ-
ism in achieving environmental progress.  Chase defined 
activism as resistance against disparities of power, and the 
development of programs and initiatives without permis-
sion.  During the birth of the environmental movement in 
the 1970s, public activism was key to the establishment of 
environmental education programs.  Chase complained of 
a disconnect between these elements today, stressing the 
importance of understanding not only the science behind 
environmental problems but the power structures as well.  
Instead of a focus on the symptoms of “biotic impoverish-
ment,” Chase urged a focus on its causes: the distribution 
of wealth and organization of power.  He concluded by im-
ploring the audience to organize to push Obama towards 
enacting important environmental legislation.

May 1: Exploring the Relationships Between Farmers 
and their Watershed: A Case Study in Human Ecology 
from Rio La Paz, Costa Rica, Avalon Gulley ’09

In choosing the topic for her senior thesis, Avalon Gulley 
’09 continued research she began during the School for 
Field Studies program she attended in the spring of her ju-
nior year.  While abroad in Rio La Paz, Costa Rica with 
SFS, Avalon surveyed local residents on their agricultural 
practices, land use, and water use.  She decided to narrow 
this project to an investigation of the impacts of cultural 
resources and socioeconomic resources on water usage in 
the Rio La Paz microwatershed.  This watershed is charac-
terized by an abundance of small-scale farmers who grow 

(R to L) Wentao Xiong ’11, Chaplain Rick Spalding, Will 
Lee ’11, Cindy La Rosa ’11, Annie Liang ’09

Chris Little ’98 with Lizzy Brickley ’10
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primarily vegetables, and faces threats from overuse and 
contamination by fertilizers and pesticides.  In order to learn 
how farmers made decisions about their water use, Avalon 
returned to Rio La Paz in  December to conduct 15 in-depth 
interviews with farmers.  Avalon gathered information on 
crop selection, fertilizer and pesticide usage, trash disposal, 
and irrigation.  She found that while a number of factors 
played into the farmers’ decisions, the most common was 
financial.  Avalon also considered cultural forces in their 
decision-making, including trends in social variables, dis-
courses, and value paradigms.  She concluded that culture 
is as important in influencing water usage as socioeconomic 
forces.  The widespread ignorance on watershed issues that 
she encountered among the local residents also led her to 
recommend the participation of all social groups in envi-
ronmental education programs and participatory scientific 
endeavors.

The Environmental Planning and Design Workshop 
(Envi 302) teaches planning through direct experience 
in the Berkshire community.  Under the guidance of 
the community client and the professors (Sarah Gard-
ner and Elisabeth Goodman), students work in small 
teams conducting actual planning projects for local or-
ganizations. 

Working with the Green Team at Jiminy Peak resort, 
the first ski area to install a wind turbine, a group of 
students conducted a hands-on analysis of the large 
hotel at the resort to help them maximize energy con-
servation to decrease their energy use.  The students 
delivered their final presentation to managers at the re-
sort.  Their report, Beyond the Turbine: Initiatives for 
a Sustainable Jiminy Peak, has motivated Jiminy Peak 
to consider some cutting-edge ideas, such as bio-diesel 
snow groomers. 

Environmental Planning Workshop

Paaven Thaker ’09, Jean Cahoon, Jiminy Peak, Avalon Gul-
ley ’09, Jim Van Dyke, Jiminy Peak, Fathimath Mustha1 ’09

(L to R) Wendi Haugh, Avalon Gulley ’09 and 
Sarah Gardner

Sheep Hill Barn

Shawna McArdle ’10, Leslie Reed Evans, Williamstown Rural 
Lands Foundation, Nanny Gephart ’09
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Guest Speakers at the Center for Environmental Studies

September 12, 2008: Mark Tercek ’79, President, 
The Nature Conservancy

Mark Tercek ’79 spoke with faculty, students, and com-
munity members about his new position as CEO and 
President of The Nature Conservancy, including the or-
ganization’s latest projects and goals and the career path 
that led him to TNC.  Mr. Tercek had worked at Gold-
man Sachs for the past twenty years, most recently as 
the head of the firm’s environmental initiatives group.  
His experience in the business world serves him well 
at TNC, where he says his principal job is fundraising.  
The Nature Conservancy is a capital-intensive orga-
nization that seeks to protect nature and biodiversity, 
and this objective is primarily achieved through the 
purchase of land.  Often TNC will buy land from the 
private sector that the federal government cannot move 
quickly enough to purchase.  They will then resell the 
land to the government at a later time.  One such half-
billion dollar deal is pending in Montana, where TNC 
is working to prevent a grizzly bear migration passage 
from being sold off in parcels by a private real estate 
group.  

Mark Tercek with Sasha Macko ’11 and Jennifer 
Rowe’11

Another team worked with the Williamstown Rural 
Lands Foundation on a feasibility study for a nature 
center or hands-on farm for children and families in the 
historic barns on the Sheep Hill property.  The students 
assessed the physical condition of the barns, compared 
renovation options and site design, reviewed laws and 
regulations governing renovations, and conducted ex-
tensive surveys of local school children and families 
to learn what sort of nature center would best meet the 
needs of the community. 

The third student team worked under the guidance of 
local environmentalist Lauren Stevens, and the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Recreation and Conserva-
tion (DCR), to develop an environmentally-sound 
and financially-viable management plan for Bascom 
Lodge, the structure on the summit of Mount Grey-
lock.  The historic lodge, built by the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps, has been closed for the past two years 
during the road renovation and the state was seeking a 
new curator to operate the visitor’s center, restaurant, 
and hostel.  Their report, High on a Mountaintop: Rec-
ommendations for the Future of Bascom Lodge, has 
been useful to the DCR and the new curator who was 
selected this May. He is following several of the stu-
dents’ recommendations.

Lauren Stevens, client, in Bascom 
Lodge with Alice Nelson ’10, Camille 

Bevans ’09, Daniel Gura ’10

The Environmental Planning reports are posted on the CES website: 
http://www.williams.edu/ces/mattcole/resources/studentpapers.htm
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The Nature Conservancy also operates at an interna-
tional level, sending Tercek to many different parts 
of the world.  One of his recent trips with the orga-
nization was to Papua New Guinea, where TNC has 
implemented successful programs that educate local 
people  about their reliance on the reef and the rainfor-
est, including how to sustainably log and fish.  Tercek 
also spent time in Australia investigating the country’s 
newest carbon legislation.  Currently, TNC is looking 
towards engaging in the climate legislation debate in 
the United States, which Tercek believes is an impor-
tant step in the process of establishing mandatory car-
bon legislation worldwide.

September 18: Living and Working Deliberately in 
the 21st Century: The Need for Sustainable Build-
ings, William Moomaw, Professor of International En-
vironmental Policy, Fletcher School, Tufts University

Former CES Director and Williams alum Bill Moomaw 
spoke about the importance of sustainable design and 
construction practices.  According to Moomaw, the re-
lationship between energy use and global climate, the 
economy, and international diplomacy has been harm-
ful.  Because buildings are responsible for almost half 
of the world’s energy consumption and emissions, sus-
tainable building practices can make a significant differ-
ence in improving energy-related problems.  Moomaw 
discussed sustainable and non-sustainable practices in 
college and corporate building design, focusing on the 
energy consumption and emissions of colleges.  He 
also contrasted examples of inefficient designs with 
examples of ideal green buildings.  Design elements 
that improve energy conservation include effective in-
sulation, the use of natural sunlight, efficient air circu-
lation, solar panels, collection and reuse of rainwater, 
and roof gardens.  Finally, Moomaw shared images of 
his own sustainably-designed home in Williamstown.  

The house includes such construction features as cel-
lulose insulation made from recycled newspaper and is 
expected to provide an 86 percent reduction in energy 
use.

October 1: Sustainable Construction and LEED 
Certification Workshop, Tom Perry, Shawmut’s Di-
rector of Engineering Services, Shawmut Design and 
Construction and Jason Moran, Project Manager, Wil-
liams College

As liaison between Williams and the design team for 
the Weston Field Project, Jason Moran used both LEED 
standards and energy modeling to inform the design 
process.  He considered several possible components 
of sustainable design, including grey water recovery, 
PV panels, geothermal power, and permeable pavers.  
Field research and energy modeling indicated which 
sustainable features would be feasible.  For example, 
the soil on Weston Field was found to be inadequate 
to support permeable pavers.  Budget issues also af-
fected the development of the design.  Moran submit-
ted the LEED checklist for the project prior to the start 
of construction, and he emphasized the importance of 
keeping up with all of the new LEED products that are 
continuously being developed.

Tom Perry spoke about the sustainable practices of 
his firm, Shawmut Design and Construction.  Shaw-
mut is a Boston-based company very concerned with 
sustainable building practices.  The firm employs 33 
LEED Accredited Professionals (APs) and includes 
many high performance systems in their designs, such 
as geothermal wells and water saving fixtures.  Perry 
highlighted the growing demand for green buildings, 
citing the fact that Shawmut’s annual LEED projects 
have increased dramatically since 2005.  He also out-
lined the firm’s green jobsite practices, which are just 
as important as its approach to design.  Shawmut re-
cycles 90% of its construction and demolition waste 
and also works to manage the indoor air quality of sur-
rounding buildings.

October 8, 2008: Return to Wild America, Scott We-
idensaul, Class of 1960 Scholar Program 

In order to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
classic nature book, Wild America, Scott Weidensaul 
retraced the route taken by the authors as they docu-
mented the continent’s natural character.  Like Roger 
Tory Peterson and James Fisher, Weidensaul began 
his journey in Newfoundland and traced the coast of 
the United States, dipping into northern Mexico on his 
way west.  The aim of his project was to investigate 
how the continent has changed over the past 50 years, 
for better or for worse.  Some areas have fared better 
than others.  Florida, where a population boom has re-
sulted in stresses on many ecosystems, is one area that 
has suffered.  Weidensaul observes a significant loss 
of species in the Everglades, including the near extinc-
tion of the large wading bird populations recorded by 
Peterson and Fisher.  In northern Mexico, many impor-

William Moomaw
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tant habitats are being turned into potato fields.  At the 
same time, forest regrowth along the Rio Grande has 
created a wildlife corridor in the area.  One positive 
finding is the return of several species to the South-
west, including the jaguar and the California condor.

The development of elephant seal colonies on the Pa-
cific coast where there were formerly none is another 
success.  Weidensaul is astounded by the large colo-
nies of shorebirds on the Pribolof Islands in Alaska, 
although he cautions that climate change is starting to 
cause the replacement of some local species.  All in 
all, Weidensaul cited many achievements in conserva-
tion and concluded that there is adequate reason for 
hope.  He found that much of what Peterson and Fisher 
recorded has endured the last 50 years. According to 
Weidensaul, the significant progress made in the field 
of conservation since the 1950s suggests that just as 
much progress can be achieved in years to come.

October 22: Energy Modeling and Sustainable De-
sign Workshop, Magda Lelek, Andelman and Lelek 
Engineering, Inc. and Bruce Coldham, Coldham 
and Hartman Architects 

Bruce Coldman, former chair of the Northeast Sus-
tainable Energy Association (NESEA), spoke about 
sustainable design and action. He presented his firm’s 
recent project at the College of the Atlantic in Bar Har-
bor, ME as a case study in the difficulties of realizing 
design intention. Because the college recently set a 
goal to achieve a fossil-free campus by 2015, Cold-
ham’s firm designed the new residence halls with wood 
pellet heat. The cold climate of Maine requires a great 
deal of heating in the winter, so the buildings were de-
signed as super insulated envelopes with eight times 
the Energy Star air tightness standards. They were also 
given high performing insulated windows and a gray 
water heat recovery system, which recaptures heat 
from drain water. Both Maine building codes and the 
natural features of the plot affected the implementation 
of the design. For example, heavy tree cover prevented 
the use of solar panels, but Coldham’s firm was sure 
to design the roof planes so that easy panel installation 
would be possible in the future. 

In the second segment of the workshop, Magda Lelek 
outlined the uses of energy modeling as a tool for 
building design and operation. Lelek uses computer 
software to predict the energy use and energy cost of 

buildings. This information can be used to analyze the 
buildings’ code compliance or to compare the cost ef-
fectiveness of different designs. During the analysis, 
the interactions between all of the building’s compo-
nents must be taken into account. Alterations to the 
overall design or to individual components can be test-
ed at any stage of the project. One of the buildings re-
cently evaluated by Lelek’s firm is Williams College’s 
own Stetson-Sawyer Project, set to resume construc-
tion next year. Two unique components of this project 
had to be taken into account: the humidity control for 
the Chapin Library of Rare Books and the extensive 
glass area designed by the architect. At the recommen-
dation of Andelman and Lelek Engineering, some of 
this glass area was reduced in order to achieve greater 
energy efficiency.

March 4, 2009: Invasion of the NGOs: Conservation 
and Foreign Policy Symbiosis in Tanzania, Jennifer 
Jones, Visiting Professor of International Environmen-
tal Studies 

After spending the past five years in Tanzania, three of 
them teaching for the International Honors Program, 
Jennifer Jones is well-versed in the realities of conser-
vation and development in the region.  She hosted an 
intimate talk over tea and cookies in Harper House to 
discuss the beneficiaries and sustainability of conser-
vation projects in Tanzania, emphasizing the role of 
NGOs.  According to Jones, conservation in Tanzania 
is controlled by what she called a “neoliberal econom-
ic development prerogative” by which the “goal of 
foreign policy is to state that Western economics is the 
answer and that conservation looks like a park.”  Jones 
alleged that under this system, major conservation 
NGOs are the true beneficiaries, receiving the largest 
percentage of funds from development organizations 
and dividing up much of Tanzania’s land into parks.  
Instead of remaining in Tanzania and promoting fur-
ther development, most of the money from these parks 
and the associated tourism goes back to the North.  On 
top of this, foreign agencies often remove the pastoral-
ist Masaai people from their traditional land and com-
pel them to work large-scale commercial farms in the 
name of ‘development.’  Not only does this shift di-
minish the Masaai’s sense of security and identity, but 
it destroys or fragments habitat vital to Africa’s famous 
large wildlife when land is transformed into parks and 
commercial farms.  Jones charged that the fundamental 
problems with foreign conservation policy in Tanzania 
are that it is “value-driven” and “prescriptive,” with 
no measures for the community to eventually assume 
control of the project.  Her strong opinions prompted 
a dynamic discussion of conservation throughout Af-
rica, with input by Class of 1955 Visiting Professor of 
International Studies Wilberforce Kisamba-Mugerwa, 
students, and other faculty

March 10, 2009: Advancing Climate Justice: A Car-
bon Charge—The Change We Need, Cecil Corbin 
Mark, Deputy Director, WeACT for Environmental 
Justice, Class of 1960 Scholar Program in Environ-
mental Studies

Scott Weidensaul
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CES Internship Funding - Summer 2008

Antoniya Aleksandrova ’11, CES Student Re-
search Fund

Last summer I spent ten weeks working in Varna, 
Bulgaria. I was employed by the Consulting Cen-
ter for Sustainable Development Geopont-Intercom 
Ltd, which is the biggest organization of its kind in 
the country. Affiliated to Geopont was a foundation 
called Institute for Ecological Modernization (IEM). 
The two establishments had different goals and legal 
abilities, and thus the cooperation with both of them 
exposed me to a great variety of projects and under-
takings. My work ranged from delving into the Bul-
garian legislation and the European Union Directives, 
through learning about the future image of the city, to 
building a rain collecting system on the roof of a town 
school (See picture). My work had me engage not 
only with local specialists, but also with professionals 
from the World Bank, the Netherlands Foreign Minis-
try, and the Balkan countries’ NGOs. This internship, 
which was generously sponsored by the CES and the 
Heller-Tone Fund, positively changed my perception 
of what it means to pursue an environmental career 
and gave me the chance to see my home country from 
a very different perspective. 

Mr. Corbin Mark discussed his work at West Harlem 
Environmental Action, an organization dedicated to 
protecting environmental quality, improving environ-
mental health, and combating environmental racism.  
WeACT spearheaded the Harlem on the River project, 
which engaged community residents in developing a 
community vision for the Harlem Piers area along the 
Hudson River. Cecil also discussed the role that We-
ACT has played in the climate politics, and explained 
why they are advocating for a carbon tax. 

April 7, 2009: Mary Ann Hitt, Deputy Director, Na-
tional Coal Campaign, Sierra Club, Class of 1960 
Scholar Program

Mary Ann Hitt gave a powerful talk about the destruc-
tiveness of mountaintop removal coal mining. Habi-
tats, ecosystems, and cultures are at stake.  Prior to 
joining the Sierra Club, she was the executive direc-
tor of Appalachian Voices, a nonprofit organization 
that brings people together to solve the environmen-
tal problems of the central and southern Appalachian 
Mountains.  She also founded a website, ilovemoun-
tains.org, where people can contact their congressper-
son, watch videos of mountains being destroyed, and 
view the incredible “National Memorial for the Moun-
tains” on Google Earth.

Cecil Corbin Mark
Mary Ann Hitt

A water fountain supplied by the collected rainwater
(Topoli, Varna, Bulgaria)
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Adam Carman ’10, CES Student Research Fund

Last summer I worked as an intern for the Wyoming 
Wilderness Association in Jackson Hole. In an attempt 
to promote the future designation of Wilderness areas 
in Wyoming, I surveyed, by foot, over 100,000 acres 
of pristine backcountry, chronicling the biodiversity, 
history, and aesthetics of the land, and ultimately 
completing part of a comprehensive file on the Road-
less Areas in the state. I also managed to escape and 
eventually befriend angry grizzly bears, which have 
now pledged their undying support for the conserva-
tion movement in the West. 

Jay Cox Chapman ’09, John H. Ohly ’33 Memo-
rial Fund

I spent 9 weeks working for the School for Ethics and 
Global Leadership, a startup school for high school 
juniors in Washington, DC. While there, I worked on 
fundraising outreach and communications, and got to 
shape curriculum that will show students their roles 
as global citizens. I also assisted with their facility 
search, helping prioritize green renovations.

Laura Christiansen ’11, CES Student Research 
Fund

My internship was two-fold: research for Dean Cy-
con of Dean’s Beans, and a part-time internship with 
the Minnesota Land Trust for the remainder of the 
summer. Working for Dean exposed me to a current 
environmental issue in the coffee business regarding 
shade-grown coffee and bird populations in Central 
and South America. I researched how birds may be 
impacted by coffee farmers’ growing practices, since 
the canopy of trees above which coffee plants natural-
ly grow is one of their key habitats. At the Land Trust 
I was mostly outside, monitoring different easements 
in central Minnesota to ensure that the land was being 
conserved as promised. I spent two weeks working 
full-time in the office as well, mostly writing articles 
and summaries about completed and potential proj-
ects. The two experiences together gave me insight 
into the world of environmental work, from a busi-
ness and a nonprofit perspective.

Randall Dorf ’09, WC Brewer Fund

Thanks to the generosity of the CES and the W. Co-
nant Brewer ‘18 Fund, I spent two months this sum-
mer interning at the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC) in Washington, DC.  The 
Commission serves as a forum and a deliberative 
body for the states to collectively address fisheries is-
sues so that shared species can continue to be used as 
ecological and economic resources.  I chose to intern 
at the ASMFC to further explore an interest in fish-
eries management and sustainable fishing practices 
that I developed while attending the Williams-Mystic 
program in the Spring of 2007. Of the many projects 
I worked on,  my favorite required me to start the 
search for a new company to manufacture identifica-

tion tags for lobster traps.  Every year, each lobster 
trap set on the Atlantic coast needs a new identifica-
tion tag issued by the federal government or a state 
government.  The total comes to about 5 millions tags 
every year, and the Commission helps coordinate 
the design and purchase of the tags with state fisher-
ies agencies.  The identification tags are 7 inch long 
plastic seals much like the zip ties used for garbage 
bags, only stronger.  The Commission has used one 
company for many years, but has grown dissatisfied 
with the level of service.  My task consisted of con-
tacting various plastic manufactures and coordinating 
with their sales and design teams to see if they could 
meet the Commission’s needs.  I quickly became very 
knowledgeable about the science and processes used 
to manufacture and design plastic seals. I would like 
to thank the CES and the Brewer family for their sup-
port of my summer internship and for giving me the 
opportunity to explore my interest in fisheries man-
agement.  Thanks for a great summer!

Rebecca Kane ’09, Bernard M. Schuyler Memo-
rial Fund

I received a CES Creative Endeavor grant to work on 
landscape paintings.  I chose scenes from William-
stown and from around my home in New Hampshire.  
The first one I completed, for example, was a view 
from Stone Hill in the evening.  Another combines 
the detail of a sugar maple leaf with a spread of the 
White Mountains as well as a farmland field.  I want-
ed to create an awareness of how these elements will 
be changed in different ways moving through the fu-
ture.  I tried to emphasize how the way we relate to 
our surroundings is especially critical at this present 
point in time with the looming possibilities of climate 
change’s effects becoming increasingly present.  I 
chose elements, such as the sugar maple — the ba-
sis of a native New England economy — which are 
in danger if we do not take action.  I found that as I 
worked on these paintings my understanding of how 

One of Rebecca Kane’s landscape depictions of 
Stone Hill
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to implement activism into art was much clumsier 
and inexact in practice than it sounds in theory.  In 
the end I hope what I have managed is to create paint-
ings which are aware of the implications of what they 
depict.  They are going to be exhibited in my local li-
brary in New Hampshire as well as a few other small 
venues this fall 

Leah Katzelnick ’10, Thomas C. Black ’80 Fund

I spent my summer helping to rewrite Most Excellent 
Majesty, a book about Mount Greylock by Deborah 
Burns and Lauren Stevens. The original version of the 
book, written in 1988, is an outline of the many char-
acteristics of the mountain, beginning with it geologi-
cal origins, fierce climate and diverse range of species, 
and the history of mankind on its rugged slopes. The 
book discusses the history chronologically, but cre-
scendos when, beginning in the 1960s, the mountain 
becomes threatened by plans for resorts, tramways, 
and ski areas. My job was to update the history of 
development schemes since 1988, introduce climate 
change as a threat to the mountain, document the two 
major landslides in 1990, add a new chapter about 
hiking on the mountain, insert photographs, and add 
in various other interesting tidbits. I conducted inter-
views with a experts in a wide range of fields, as well 
as pour over newspaper clippings from the last 20 
years. I enjoyed the life of a writer, although it proved 
more difficult than I had anticipated. I liked this proj-
ect because it focused on a place. Thus, I was able to 
see all the things that make Mount Greylock impor-
tant, from the ecosystems it supports to the people 
who find inspiration in its lofty heights. 

Marissa Kimsey ’11, John H. Ohly ’33 Memorial 
Fund

I interned at the Delta Institute, a nonprofit in Chicago 
that integrates environmental protection and econom-
ic development to work toward a sustainable future. I 
primarily worked on green development projects, and 

I helped with report writing, proposal writing, event 
planning, office work, and technical assistance. My 
main project involved Market Barriers to Green De-
velopment, a study that examines how current market 
processes make building green difficult, and offers 
ideas on how to speed the adoption of green buildings 
by leveling the playing field. This summer I got to 
see how an environmental nonprofit makes tangible 
steps toward a green economy. I was able to throw 
myself into work at Delta, from photocopying to stra-
tegic planning, and develop a sense of my role along 
the way.

Chris Law ’10, DB Miller CES Fund

While finishing up my second year at Williams this 
past spring, I very much felt the effects of the so-called 
“purple bubble”. While I  knew our small campus like 
the back of my hand, I didn’t feel the same familiar-
ity the greater Williamstown area. Through my joint 
internship with the Williamstown Rural Land Foun-
dation (WRLF) and Hoosic River Watershed Asso-
ciation (HooRWA) this summer, I fostered a stronger 
bond with the northern Berkshires: its community 
members, visitors, trails, far corners,and fauna. Work-
ing at WRLF’s headquarters at Sheep Hill, my first of 
two main “projects” was to sort through and identify 
a slew of antique tools in the old tool shed, which 
were then used in the creation of an exhibit that he 
designed; the other was time he was given to photo-
graph Sheep Hill and other preserved places around 
Williams, culminating in my first art show. I also 
had the opportunity to worked several days a week 
with fifth graders in the Overland Berkshire Adven-
tures program, teaching pond and nature journaling 
workshops for the first few weeks, and natural history 
and ecology “splash hikes” for the rest of the sum-
mer. (More youthful encounters occurred with Sheep 
Hill’s annual camp and at water bug workshops at the 
elementary school.) Other time was spent going on 
trail surveys and helping the trail crew when wanted, 
accompanying director Leslie Reed-Evans on meet-
ings with land-owners interested in conservation op-
tions, and designing and planting a salsa-themed veg-
etable garden for kids. While my time at HooRWA 
was rather restricted, I was able to travel and conduct 
several stream assessments in Adams, compile strat-
egy documents (including a proposal and newsletter 
article for a Hoosic River Waterway project), and 
photograph the future Hoosick Falls Greenway  lands 
(via mountain bike) for publicity. 

Beryl Manning Geist ’11, WC Brewer Fund

The Galapagos archipelago is considered the most 
well-preserved and scientifically important ecosys-
tems in the world.  Unfortunately, the environmental 
integrity of the island system is being compromised 
by the alarming growth in the tourism industry and 
the resulting immigration rate.  I interned this sum-
mer at the Charles Darwin Research Station, work-
ing with an all-Ecuadorian team as part of the “Grow 
me instead” community campaign.  We incorporated 

Mt. Greylock as depicted in 
Most Excellent Majesty
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education, advertising, and community volunteering 
in our efforts to stem the flow of introduced plants 
into the Galapagos, working to save the 562 native 
plant species which are being aggressively pushed 
out by more than 755 introduced plant species.  My 
highlights from the internship included working with 
3 local schools to develop conservation-focused cur-
ricula, cooperating with our Japanese sponsors, and 
discovering two new plant species.

Jared Nourse ’11, John H. Ohly ’33 Memorial 
Fund

Thanks to a generous grant from the Center for En-
vironmental Studies, I was able to spend last summer 
working on the Outer Cape with the Wellfleet Bay 
Wildlife Center, The Cape Cod Museum of Natural 
History, and Cape Cod Consultants as an intern re-
searching and conserving the threatened Diamond-
back Terrapin, a species of turtle that lives in brack-
ish water.  I collected data on turtles to be used by 
Mass Audubon in determining the health of several 
key Cape ecosystems, as terrapins are an important 
bellwether species for salt marshes.  I also worked to 
help conserve the species by moving nests from dan-
gerous locations and protecting them from predators, 
worked to raise awareness in towns across the Cape, 
and worked educating children on the importance of 
being environmentally friendly, particularly with re-
spect to the terrapins.  The terrapins themselves were 
brought to the brink of extinction in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, when turtle stew became a posh 
meal to eat.  Since then, the terrapins have been mak-
ing a slow recovery, further hampered by being forced 
to share territory with humans.

Jennifer Rowe ’11, John H. Ohly ’33 Memorial 
Fund

I spent last summer trecking around Maine wet-
lands in waders, canoes, inflatable rafts, U-boats, and 
snorkeling gear as a field assistant to a PhD. student 
studying amphibian communities in a range of wet-
land ecosystems.  We collected data to identify differ-
ences in breeding activity, egg mass morphology, ovi-
positioning site selection, and predation upon spotted 
salamanders in vernal pools, fishless ponds, and fish-

containing ponds.  I learned a great deal about sala-
manders, wetlands, and field projects as well as how 
to save a snapping turtle, drive a standard transmis-
sion truck, protect myself from the 40 distinct spe-
cies of blackfly, change a tire, give the Maine logger 
wave, and survive a major thunderstorm while camp-
ing.  Pretty good for a summer job.  

Kathryn Stephens ’10, Thomas C. Black ’80 Fund

Thanks to the Thomas C. Black ’80 Fund, last sum-
mer I was an intern for five weeks at the Jumby Bay 
Hawksbill Project located on Long Island, Antigua, 
West Indies.  As one of the longest running hawksbill 
project in the world, JBHP has been internationally 
recognized as a model project in marine research and 
conservation since its establishment in 1987.  Over 
the years, the project has tagged and monitored more 
than 300 turtles.  So far this year, we have seen 55 
hawksbills responsible for more 152 nests – we are on 
track to break all of past years’ records!
 
Each night, we patrolled the beach from 8 pm to 5 
am hourly to ensure that we observe each turtle that 
ascends the beach.  Once the turtles begin to lay their 
eggs, we collect data on each individual by check-
ing their flipper tags, taking shell measurements, and 
counting the number of eggs they lay.  New turtles 
receive tags and health checks before they return to 
the water.  About 55 to 60 days after a nest is laid, 
it erupts as the hatchlings rush for the sea.  Each is 
only about 3 inches in length and highly vulnerable to 
predation, so we watch them carefully and wish them 
the best of luck as they leave!  JBHP has been a great 
learning experience and wonderful introduction to the 
world of field research – I hope I have the opportunity 
to return to the project in the near future!

Chandler Sherman ’11, John H. Ohly ’33 Memo-
rial Fund

Last summer, I had a 10-week internship with the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s New England office 
in Boston. I worked on a number of projects relating 
to Low Impact Development, an innovative method 
of stormwater management emphasizing natural fea-
tures and conservation to improve water quality and 
restore a site’s natural hydrology. I researched Low 
Impact Development projects financed through the 
Clean Water Act and wrote summaries of the projects 

Jennifer Rowe ‘11

Baby Turtles



Page 21

Harry Kangis ’72
I recently began a two year term as Chairman of the Board 
for The Nature Conservancy in Ohio, which just com-
pleted its 50th anniversary celebration. We have begun to 
deploy an exciting new strategic plan, under the banner of 
“thriving waters.” This reflects that Ohio is bounded by the 
Great Lakes to the north (containing 20% of all the surface 
fresh water on earth) and the Ohio River to the south (the 
largest feeder to the Mississippi River system). Our pro-
gram was an important participant in last year’s passage 
of The Great Lakes Compact, which prohibits removal of 
Great Lakes water outside the region without approval of 
all adjoining states and provinces. 

I remain as Chair of The Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) 
national Brand Marketing Advisory Group and have 
been doing pro bono strategic planning consulting for 
the worldwide office and a number of state programs for 
over 10 years now. Williams is well represented at TNC, 
as their new CEO Mark Tercek, is Class ‘76 and a fellow 
YNC Ohio trustee, Tad Jeffrey ‘51 counts more than 40 
family members as Williams alums. CES alum, Brewster 
Rhoads ‘74, is Ohio governor Strickland’s southern Ohio 
coordinator and an ardent supporter of Ohio River health. 
A few years ago, I co-sponsored a conservation seminar in 
Belgrade, Serbia with Indiana trustee David Rodgers ‘59, 
who last year received TNC’s highest volunteer award at 
their global meetings. TNC is the world’s largest conser-
vation organization, with programs in all 50 states and 34 
countries, and over 118 million acres protected around the 
world.

Sue Gentile ’80
I continues to enjoy teaching at Antioch University New 
England in Keene, New Hampshire. This spring the first 
class graduated from the M.Ed. in Educating for Sustain-
ability Program, which I co-developed. I teach in the De-
partment of Education program as well as in two programs 
in the Department of Environmental Studies. My work on 
the U.S. Partnership for Education for Sustainable Devel-
opment K-12 Sector Steering Committee has given me op-

portunities to work with others across the country to bring 
EFS to K-12 education. I am also the managing editor of 
Whole Terrain, Antioch New England’s journal of reflec-
tive environmental practice. 

Marna Schwartz ’87
I live with my family (husband Stu and daughters Tahlia 
(4) and Dessa (7) and work in Juneau, Alaska.  I first lived 
here 20 years ago, working for non-profit conservation 
groups. After leaving Juneau in 1992, I then went on to 
medical school and residency and now I am a pediatrician 
working full-time for a Non-profit Native Health Corpora-
tion.
 

Despite obvious differences in the professions, I often 
find myself relying on the community organizing and net-
working skills that were key to my first career here in Ju-
neau.  Being an effective primary care physician means 
understanding the context in which my families live -- an 
understanding that clearly grows from a real world inter-
disciplinary perspective.  And it is this “interdiscplinary” 
approach that was the heart of my CES/Williams experi-
ence.  
 
Of course, getting outdoors and enjoying a daylight June 
moon rise and set over Gastineau channel also has CES/
Williams roots.

Ellen Schneider ’93
I am now a landscape architect and currently work for the 
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for an online inventory. I also researched the Green 
Alley program in Chicago and wrote a report on the 
program and the applicability of such a program in 
Boston. I came out of this internship inspired by the 
modern environmental movement, deeply disap-
pointed by the bureaucracy of the government, and 
more enthusiastic about stormwater remediation than 
I thought was possible.

Julia van Hoogstraten ’11, Thomas C. Black ’80 
Fund

I interned in the environment office at the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR). The USTR is a government 
agency that oversees U.S. trade and direct investment 
policy and international negotiations. The environ-
ment office is responsible for writing, negotiating, 
and implementing the environmental chapters of U.S. 

trade agreements, conducting environmental reviews 
of the agreements and negotiating environmental  is-
sues that arise at World Trade Organization talks.  The 
main projects I observed and contributed to  were the 
implementation of the Peru Environment Chapter and 
the World Trade Organization fishing subsidies nego-
tiations.  I spent the majority of my time researching 
and writing brief reports on these and other subjects 
assigned by members of the environment office.  The 
reports I wrote were used to help write briefings and 
to prepare members of the office for meetings. The 
USTR faced a few setbacks this summer, including 
the collapse of the most recent round of World Trade 
Organization talks and the failure of the Colombia 
Free Trade Agreement to come to the floor in Con-
gress. However, I found that it was still an exciting 
and interesting time to be working in the environment 
office.
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City of Somerville, MA on their park renovations, land ac-
quisition and open space strategies.  I am enjoying work-
ing in the public realm in a field that combines biology, art, 
and urban planning.  I’d love to hear from old friends and 
happy to talk with students about landscape 67architecture 
- my email is schneider_ellen@hotmail.com

Rebecca Beavers ’93
After 8 years in Colorado, I still work for the National 
Park Service coordinating their servicewide coastal geol-
ogy program. I have a wonderful husband, David, and 2 
children: Noah (4) and Nicole (1). While I focus on coastal 
and ocean issues at work, we live in the mountains SW of 
Denver and enjoy hiking, biking, and skiing.

Hilary Williams ’01
I have just finished my MFA at The University of Ten-
nessee, which I culminated with a gallery exhibition on 
local foods. Photos and resources are posted at www.
aforkintheroad.org, my thesis project website. I am mov-
ing to Des Moines, Iowa, to begin teaching Graphic De-
sign at Drake University in the fall. I am looking forward 
to teaching in a liberal arts context that values interdisci-
plinary learning! I intend to continue to use visual com-
munication to address environmental issues, and I am in-
terested in collaborations both near and far... So please be 
in touch if your environmental or social initiative might 
benefit from a design perspective!

Nina (Trautmann) Chaopricha ’03 
I am doing PhD research through the University of Wis-
consin-Madison about tropical soil carbon cycling in 
Yunnan, China.  I have been keeping amused with all the 

Chinglish here: a dress store named “Unsightly and Pe-
culiar,” a hotel janitor closet labeled “Decontamination 
Room,” a shoe shop called “Pecker Lie Fallow Shoes,” 
a bag of Starburst candies called “Sandwich Juice,” and 
a Walmart whose customer services include “Free use of 
pump, lady’s companion, etc.”  

In Madison, my husband Patrick and I enjoy living with 
our dog Terra at Arboretum Cohousing (“Arbco”), an in-
tentional community where neighbors gather several times 
per week in our common house for shared meals, potlucks, 
sing-a-longs, movie and game nights, and other fun.  Since 
graduating from Williams, I’ve missed the social aspect 
of the Odd Quad dorms, and it is wonderful to have that 
sense of community again at Arbco.  Our common house 
has four guest rooms, and Ephs are welcome to come visit 
(it was great to see Kristin Bohnhorst in February).

Nina in China

Reunion Weekend
On Reunion weekend, about 75 CES alums came 
together at Harper House for our annual alumni pic-
nic and to catch up with old envi friends and to meet 
new ones.   Also on reunion weekend, Sam Aarons 
(Green Business Strategy, Google) and Caitlin Canty 
(GreenOrder), both class of 2004, organized a Green 
Business Roundtable and Networking session, that 

brought together about 35 Williams alums from the 
environmental business and on-profit world to talk 
about their environmental careers and make new con-
nections.  This was a huge success and will become 
an annual Reunion Weekend tradition at CES. Thanks 
to Caitlin and Sam!

Sam Aarons ’04, Daniel Shearer ’04, 
Mark Orlowski ’04
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Keep in touch with CES alumni through the 
Alumni Notes: send us updates for the next issue 

through the CES website at
 www.williams.edu/ces/resources/alumni.htm

Center for Environmental Studies
Doug Gollin, Director

Sarah Gardner, Associate Director
Drew Jones, Hopkins Forest Manager
Sandy Zepka, Administrative Assistant
Norm Parker, Information Specialist

Field Notes
Editor: Sarah Gardner

Layout: Christopher Estrella ’12
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