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Project Goals 1) Identify land at risk of conversion 

from farmland to other purposes. 

2) Update parcel information of lands 

owned and leased by Williamstown 

farmers. 

3) Get a sense of farmer succession 

plans. 

4) Identify 4-5 priority farms for 

preservation efforts. 



Why Preserve 
Farmland?

Declining number of farms and shrinking 
farm sizes  

Retiring generation of farmers 

Aesthetic + historical value 

Regional food networks 

Conversion to single-family residential 
housing



How to Preserve 
Farmland?

Challenge: 
Market Land Value vs. Agricultural Land Value 

Methods for Farmland Preservation: 

● APR – Agricultural Preservation 

Restriction - permanent agricultural 

protection 

● Conservation Restrictions - land use 

restriction 

● Ch 61A - property tax breaks for active 

farms

● Farmer match + land lease programs 



Methodology ● Background Research 
○ Agricultural Reports

■ Farms Under Threat (2020)
■ APR Program Guide (2020)
■ A Future for Farming (2013)
■ NE Food Vision (2011)

○ Paul Catanzaro (MassWoods)
○ Dr. Eric White (landowner)
○ Mr. Dustin Griffin (historian)

● Farm Interviews
○ 14 in-person farm visits 
○ 1 Zoom interview
○ 1 Phone call

● Evaluation Matrix

● Parcel Mapping 
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Parcel Maps

















Threat Evaluation Matrix



Evaluation Matrix



Evaluation Matrix Legend



Evaluation Matrix



Results [Alphabetical]



Results [Raw Threat Score] 



Results [Succession Plan]



Results [Land Protection Status]



Key Findings



● Farms with little-to-no land protection 
status have high threat scores

● Land Protection Status and Succession 
Plan scores are the best indicators of 
where preservation focus should be 
directed

● Added Value & Community Engagement

Key Findings



● Five farms in danger of being sold in next 
5 years 

○ Farm A, Farm D, Farm H, Farm K, Farm M 

● Possibility for Conservation Restrictions  
> APR 

○ (most low hanging conservation fruit 
gone)

Key Findings
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Recommendations



Farms to Preserve: 
- Farm P
- Farm F (southwestern parcel, 5 acres)  
- Farm D
- Farm H

Relationships with Land Owners:
- Herb Allen (via Bruce Grinnell) 

Recommendations



Williamstown Rural Lands 
- Farmer matching
- Conservation Restrictions 
- Succession Planning events + workshops 

(MassWoods)

Town of Williamstown 
- Smart growth development in town center 
- Support for regional food network + farmer 

co-ops 
- Conscientious forest-to-farm land use 

conversion 

Williamstown Agricultural Commission 
- Farm succession planning to promote future of 

farming 
- Promote innovative + value added products
- Peer-to-peer assistance with grant 

acquisitions 

Recommendations 
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Thank You!

Stay tuned!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1lNexxqh6LYZ1dYoY-76jXRiRcDIlL20s/preview

