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Green River Farm, Williamstown



Clients

Andrew Morehouse
Executive Director, The Food Bank of Western 

Massachusetts (FBWM)
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The Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts

Mackenzie Greer
Director of Community Programs, 

Berkshire Natural Resources Council (BNRC)

Berkshire Natural Resources 
Council



1.  
Identify 3-5 viable sites 
to develop as farmland 
for the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts 
(FBWM)

Project Goals

2.
Produce an inventory of 
available farmland in 
Berkshire County 
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Orchard Street Lot 24
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Why a Food Bank Farm 
in Berkshire County?



● Issues concerning older 
generations of farmers
○ Retirements
○ Estate Planning

● Newer generations’ 
challenges of affording 
farmland
○ Out-of-State Competition 
○ Expensive land
○ Quick real estate market 

turnaround time
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Loss of Farmland

Low-density housing in a field



“
Transition gap: “gap in farm and/or 
farmland ownership between an aging 
farmer population and a new generation 
of farmers”
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American Farmland Trust



Food Insecurity

● 16,000 
individuals/month are 
food insecure in 
Berkshire County

● FBWM provides meals 
to 15,435 individuals a 
month

● Intersectional justice
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The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts
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Methodology



Background Research and Farm 
Interviews 

● Researched types of 
farming and land-use 

● Land Protections
● Farm interviews
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Conducting outreach



Existing Food Bank Farm Model
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● Second Food Bank Farm in 
Hadley, MA

● 142 Acres 
● Contracts two farmers to farm 

35 acres
○ Pay rent in produce

● 3 acres of no-till farming for 
community

Second Food Bank Farm



Criteria
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Initial criteria for Food Bank Farm provided by clients



MLS Research and Realtor Outreach
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● Gain insight into farmland 
sites on market

● Farmland and Open 
Space listings 

● Realtor outreach
● Directory development
● Collect site-specific 

information

Snapshot of realtor outreach



Parcel Mapping
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● View potential sites
● GIS mapping with 

various filters, like soil 
type and contour 
lines

Mapping sites



545 Stockbridge Road
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26 Mapped Sites
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Evaluation Matrix

● Assess and compare 
potential sites

● Standardize method 
of ranking sites with 
respect to size, 
tillable acreage, soil 
type, utilities, and 
housing
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Key for Evaluation Matrix



Snapshot of conversion of raw data into index score (weighted). Sorted largest to smallest.
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Site Recommendations



Green River Farm, Williamstown, MA
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Matrix of Green River Farm



Green River Farm



65 Acre Green River Farm Parcel

21



461 Loop Road, Savoy, MA
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Matrix of 461 Loop Road
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Woodland Regrowth

3 Br House Pasture land



130 Old Orebed Road, Lanesborough, MA
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Matrix of 130 Old Orebed Road



130 Old Orebed Road
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Alternative Recommendations 
for the FBWM
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Connecting Disparate Parcels

● Propose buying multiple 
parcels <5 miles apart

● Filtered for parcels above 5 
acres

● Strong candidate: 545 
Stockbridge Rd. and 
Rattlesnake Mountain Rd.

545 Stockbridge Rd., Lee, MA



Other Alternative Models

● Mixed Crop and 
Livestock Farming 
(MCL) 

● Pasture-Raised 
Poultry and Beef

● Hydroponics Facility
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Pasture land at East Mountain Farm



Other Alternative Models
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Model

Benefit Mixed Crop and 
Livestock Farming

Pasture-Raised 
Poultry and Beef

Hydroponics 

Less land ✅ ✅ ✅ 

Greater variety of land ✅ ✅ ✅ 

More diverse products 
for FBWM

✅ ✅ 

More diverse outputs 
for the farm

✅ 
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Recommendations for the 
State and Non-Profits
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Recommendations for State and 
Municipal Governments

● Create farmland inventory 
position at the FSA

● Implement agricultural zoning
○ Model: Montgomery County 

Agricultural Reserve, MD

545 Stockbridge Rd., Lee, MAMontgomery County Agricultural Reserve



● Compensation for 
farmers

● Consistent 
communication

● Realtor trainings
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Recommendations for Non-Profits

Listing Information on MLS Site
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Recommendations for the 
BNRC



● Consider APR-land that 
may be soon or is 
transitioning out of active 
agricultural use

● Establish farmer-land match 
programs with Farm Service 
Organizations

● Buy-Protect-Sell Program
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Recommendations for the BNRC

Green River Farm



GIS Mapping

● Map potential farmland sites 
not currently on the market 

● Filter data set to find all 
available parcels with >20 
acres of cleared land or 
continuous farmland

● Requires further exploration
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Conclusion


